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LOANS FIFTY COUNTIES IN NORTH DAKOTA ELIGIBLE FOR USDA EMERGENCY FARM

WASHINGTON, Feb. 26, 2002 -- Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman  today named 50 counties in North Dakota as eligible for USDA emergency farm loans due to losses caused by flooding, ground saturation, storms, wind, tornadoes, drought, high humidity and severe temperatures that occurred last year


“These emergency loans should help ease the burden many farmers may face due to the many natural disasters during the past year,” said Veneman.


Barnes, Benson, Bottineau, Bowman, Burke, Cass, Cavalier, Divide, Eddy, Emmons, Foster, Grand Forks, Kidder, Logan, Mountrail, Nelson, Pembina, Pierce, Ramsey, Ransom, Renville, Richland, Rolette, Sargent, Slope, Stutsman, Towner, Traill, Walsh, Ward, Wells, and Williams Counties were named as primary disaster areas on Feb. 21, 2002.  Also eligible because they are contiguous, are Adams, Billings, Burleigh, Dickey, Dunn, Golden Valley, Griggs, Hettinger, La Moure, McHenry, McIntosh, McKenzie, McLean, Morton, Sheridan, Sioux, Stark and Steele counties.


This designation makes all qualified farm operators in primary and contiguous disaster counties eligible for low-interest EM loans from the Farm Service Agency, provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of this declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.


FSA has a variety of programs available, in addition to the emergency loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  Interested farmers may contact their local FSA offices for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures.  Additional information is also available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistance1.htm .

#

_1076239121.doc
[image: image1.png]== NEWS RELEASE

United States Department of Agriculture » Office of Communications « 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250-1300 » Voice: (202) 720-4623 + Email: oc.news@usda.gov + Web: http:/www.usda.gov








