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VENEMAN NAMES ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS MEMBERS
WASHINGTON, Feb. 27, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the appointment of 12 members to serve on the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Advisory Committee on Agriculture Statistics.  The committee of 25 members represents a broad range of agriculture interests.

“The committee will strengthen our data collection systems and help shape the future of USDA’s survey and census programs,” said Veneman.

The newly appointed committee members are:  Roger M. Cryan, Fairfax, Va.; Jacklyn M. Folsom, Cabot, Vt.; Ranvir Singh, Marysville, Calif.; and Robert W. Spear, Nobleboro, Maine.

The eight members that were reappointed include:  Carol Ann Gregg, Grove City, Pa.; Mark Dale Lange, Cordova, Tenn.; Sheila Kay Massey, Animas, N.M.; Bobby Rae Phills, Tallahassee, Fla.; Ross Ronald Racine, Billings, Mont.; Mark Edward Whalon, East Lansing, Mich.; Andrew William LaVigne, Lakeland, Fla.; and Ronald C. Wimberley, Raleigh, N.C.  

Committee members and categories they represent are shown below:

Consumer and Information Organizations – Robert W. Spear; Ross Ronald Racine; James Dennis Rieck, Winfield, Ill.;

• Educational Organizations – Ling-Jung “Kelvin” Koong, Corvallis, Ore.; Bobby Rae Phills;  Gumecindo Salas, Springfield, Va.;

• Farm Services Organizations – Jacklyn M. Folsom; John Irving Gifford, Rock Island, Ill.; Jack Charles Mitenbuler, Indianapolis, In.; Ranvir Singh; Mark Edward Whalon;  

• Government Agencies – Robert Dale Epperson, Fresno, Calif.; National Farm Organizations – Carol Ann Gregg; Mark W. Jenner, Mt. Prospect, Ill.; Sheila Kay Massey; Ivan W. Wyatt, Cedar Point, Kan.;

• Producer and Marketing Organizations – Mark Dale Lange; Andrew William LaVigne; Roger M. Cryan; Ashby Pamplin, Reston, Va.; Lee F. Schrader, West Lafayette, In.; Topper Thorpe, Castle Rock, Colo.; Hugh Anslum Warren, Greenwood, Miss.; and 

• Professional Organizations – Walter J. Armbruster, Darien, Ill.; and Ronald C. Wimberley,  

The committee will meet annually to advise the Secretary of Agriculture on the scope,        content, and timing of periodic censuses and surveys of agriculture.
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