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VENEMAN NAMES SHEEHAN AS DIRECTOR OFFICE OF ETHICS

WASHINGTON, March 19, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the appointment of Raymond J. Sheehan as the director of the Office of Ethics. This office directs ethics policy throughout USDA, provides ethics training and counseling to employees and administers personal financial reporting by senior staff.

“Raymond Sheehan brings extensive legal knowledge and first-hand experience in managing ethics issues that will be an asset to USDA,” said Veneman.  “I look forward to his leadership and guidance in this important program area.”  

Sheehan served as a senior ethics specialist at USDA’s Office of Ethics since March 1999.   In that position Sheehan advised agency employees and senior officials on federal conflict of interest statutes, government ethics regulations, the Hatch Act and procurement integrity provisions.   He wrote the USDA “Ethics Desk Reference” and drafted the USDA Supplemental Standards of Conduct.

From Jan. through March 2001 Sheehan served on a detail to the Office of the Counsel to the President where he helped establish and implement procedures for review of public financial disclosure reports of presidential nominees.

Sheehan served as attorney-advisor with USDA’s Office of the General Counsel from 1989-99.  As a member of OGC’s General Law Division, he provided legal advice on a wide array of administrative law issues, but served as the primary attorney within that division handling ethics issues, including federal conflict of interest statutes and ethics regulations. 

From 1986-89 Sheehan worked as an attorney-advisor, Office of Counsel, Naval Sea Systems Command.  From 1980 to 1986, he headed the Affirmative Claims Office, Office of the Judge Advocate General, Navy Department.  From 1976 to 1979, Sheehan served as a Commissioned Officer in the Navy Judge Advocate General’s Corps, stationed in Iceland and Okinawa.  

A native of Springfield, Mass., Sheehan received a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science from Providence College in Providence, R.I., and a Juris Doctor degree from Suffolk University in Boston, Mass.  He is admitted to the Iowa Bar. 
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