[image: image1.jpg]== NEWS RELEASE

United States Department of Agriculture » Office of Communications « 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250-1300 » Voice: (202) 720-4623 + Email: oc.news@usda.gov + Web: http:/www.usda.gov





Release No. 0108.02

Alisa Harrison (202) 720-4623

SECRETARY VENEMAN CELEBRATES NATIONAL AGRICULTURE WEEK

WITH “LEADERS OF TOMORROW”

Signs Partnership with Junior Achievement to Encourage Agriculture Education

WASHINGTON, March 20, 2002--Agriculture Secretary Ann M.Veneman celebrated National Agriculture Day today by encouraging local elementary students to consider careers in agriculture and calling on USDA employees to inspire the next generation of leaders through community service and mentoring youth.  

USDA’s patio became a real life classroom for more than 100 fourth graders from five local public schools today as Veneman joined FFA and 4-H youth leaders in promoting agriculture as a high tech industry that touches the lives of every individual in the global community.  

“On this special day we take time out to thank our farmers and ranchers for all that they do throughout the year to help provide food, clothing and so many other important things in our daily lives,” said Veneman.  “Agriculture is one of the most dynamic sectors of our economy and we want to encourage more involvement and interest in this exciting industry.”

Secretary Veneman signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Junior Achievement of the National Capital Area to promote participation of USDA employees in volunteer activities that inspire America’s youth to learn about agriculture.   Junior Achievement is a non-profit economic education organization reaching more than 4 million elementary, middle and high school students in the U.S.

This MOU provides the framework and solidifies USDA’s ongoing effort to promote volunteering and mentoring efforts by its staff to assist students in the metropolitan area to gain an understanding of the importance of agriculture and to help build and foster opportunities for youth to become active participants in real world experiences.  It is an extension of USDA’s “Leaders of Tomorrow” initiative, which encourages employees to become involved in community activities to help America’s youth. 

             “This agreement will bring together area students with USDA employees to encourage involvement in agriculture,” said Veneman. “The goal of our 'Leaders of Tomorrow' initiative is to inspire the next generation of leaders by encouraging community involvement, careers in public service, and learning about the food and agriculture system." 
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Agriculture Day was first celebrated in 1973 to educate consumers about American agriculture.  Agriculture Day is now part of a week long observance for the general public, consumers young and old, to better understand agriculture and learn the scope and diversity of our nation’s largest industry and employer.  

As part of this year’s observance, Veneman proclaimed the week of March 17-23 National Agriculture Week and March 20 as National Agriculture Day.  As part of the celebrations, the Secretary and top USDA officials have spent time with FFA leadership and are meeting with various state farm bureau and agriculture leadership groups.  Later today, Secretary Veneman will address The Food Group in Washington, D.C.  

To view the proclamation, for more information on USDA’s Leaders of Tomorrow program and for careers in food and agriculture, visit http://www.usda.gov 
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