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SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “Well, thank you very much.  Good morning, students.  How are you today?  Good.  Do you know what we're celebrating today?  National Agriculture Day.  What else?  The first day of spring.  It doesn't look like spring outside, does it?


“No; it's raining.  But you know what?  Our farmers need the rain so they can grow food for you to eat.  Do you know that--what do you do with agriculture other than just eat food?  Do you know?  What about that T-shirt you just got, made out of cotton, and cotton is grown in the ground.  So the farmers grow cotton, so that you can have cotton clothes and cotton sheets.


“So today's a special day because we celebrate everything that our farmers and ranchers give you to eat, to wear, and we're even going to celebrate some new things, some things you wouldn't imagine that agriculture does.  Like you're going to see a car outside that runs from soybeans, and there's cars that run from corn, and there's plastics that are made out of corn.


“All the plastic cups that were at the Olympics, those weren't really made out of real plastic.  They were made out of corn plastic, grown in the ground.  So our farmers and ranchers work very hard every day to make sure you all have enough to eat, and to make sure that our grocery stores are full of good food.


“So there's some really, really interesting things that we do with agriculture, and it's a special day to celebrate National Agriculture Day, because then we can say thank you to our farmers, we can find out more about what they do, and you can find out more about where your milk comes from and where your food comes from.

Where does your milk come from?   Oh, good.  It doesn't just come in a carton in the store?  Oh.  It comes from a cow.  That's good.


“Have you ever seen a cow?  Oh, good.  You're very well-educated then.  The other thing we have with us today are some really good friends, and I hope you get a chance to spend some time with them.  We have Thermy here, and Thermy teaches us about how important it is to make sure that your food is cooked properly. If you cut some raw meat on a board, you don't put your fruit and vegetables there because you have to separate them so that you don't get sick from eating food that's improperly cooked.  So that's what Thermy's here to tell you about.


“Then we have Woodsy, the owl.  He's kind of a show-off.  I guess he doesn't like being called that.  Do you think?  But he's pretty fun, and he tells us about all the things we can do in our national forests, because the U.S. Department of Agriculture not only has programs for our farmers and ranchers but also has our national forests.  So Woodsy, the owl, is a big help in that regard.


“And then we have Smokey Bear.  Do you all know what Smokey Bear does?  What does he say?  Don't play with matches and only you can prevent forest fires.  Don't play with matches because you don't want our forests to burn down 'cause they're very important to our country, aren't they?  So Smokey Bear's here.  Isn't that special?  I'm really excited to see him.


“We're also celebrating many things that you do in schools.  I don't know whether or not you have special projects for Ag in the classroom, but I've been all over the country and had the opportunity to visit lots of classes of kids about your own age, where teachers have helped students with school gardens or learning how to grow little plants in their classrooms, or learning about nutrition and plants and how they grow.


“There are so many different things that you can learn about in your science projects and in your nutrition projects, about how food grows and about how agriculture works, and about what our farmers do.


“We also had introduced here, today, our FFA and 4-H leaders. We've been working with people a little older than you, although I think at ten years old, when you're in the 5th grade, you can join the 4-H. You might want to think about doing that, because you can learn about not only agriculture but leadership skills, and we have been working on a program called “Leaders Of Tomorrow”, and all of the young people that are involved in agriculture programs and agriculture schools and Ag in the classroom schools are the potential leaders of tomorrow for our agriculture and food system.


“So we are very excited about that initiative and we want to make sure that people are continually educated, the young people, about agriculture so that you will understand the importance of our food system.


“I want to thank all of you for being here today.  I hope you have a very, very fun time, seeing all of the different projects around here on the patio, and looking at the mobile classroom outside and the diesel-driven truck outside, and that you'll have a chance to visit all those and learn more about what your farmers do for you every single day.


“Thank you very much.


“Now we're going to sign a special agreement between our Department and the Junior Achievement, and these young people are going to join us on the stage to be part of our signing.”
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