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USDA ANNOUNCES OVER $3.8 MILLION FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN NORTH DAKOTA

Funds to Assist With Economic and Community Development

BISMARCK, N.D., March 22, 2002 – Agriculture Deputy Secretary James Moseley during a visit here today announced over $3.8 million in U.S. Department of Agriculture funds to assist local economic and community development in rural North Dakota.

“These grants are important to help our rural communities in North Dakota,” said Moseley. “This Administration is committed to strengthening rural communities and these grants and loans are just one example of that commitment.”  

The following funding announcements were made during Moseley’s visit to North Dakota today:

North Dakota State Water Commission, Bowman-Scranton Water Project - $3.3 million water loan and grant package ($1,864,000 loan/ $1,500,000 grant).  Funds will be used to construct pipeline, water storage tanks and reservoir for the Bowman-Scranton Regional Service Area phase of the Southwest Pipeline Project.  Portions of the project are located in the Southwest Rural Economic Area Partnership (REAP) Zone.  $6.6 million in grants funds are being added to the project by the state of North Dakota, along with $300,000 in private financing from the Bank of North Dakota.  Approximately 202 additional customers will benefit from the project.  The loan portion will have a 40-year repayment period at an interest rate of 4.75 percent.

United Telephone Mutual Aid Corporation, Langdon, N.D. - $138,518 grant – Grant funds are being provided to install a weather radio transmitter in Rolla, N.D.  Under the Weather Radio Transmitter Grant program, funds are provided to finance the installation of new transmitters to extend the coverage of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Weather Radio system (NOAA Weather Radio) in rural areas.

Dakota Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc., Milnor, N.D. - $175,000 loan – Funds will be used to construct a building that will be leased to a farm implement business.  The business, Green Implement, Inc., will establish a truck repair service center in the building.  This project will create approximately 6 new jobs in the area.

Consolidated Telcom, Dickinson, N.D. - $240,000 loan - Funds will be used to assist the Wurst Shop in purchasing a building and equipment to expand the existing business.
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USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.    
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