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USDA TO PURCHASE UP TO $10 MILLION OF BISON MEAT

FOR NUTRITION PROGRAMS

BISMARCK, N.D., March 22, 2002  B Deputy Secretary of Agriculture James R. Moseley today announced that USDA will purchase up to $10 million of meat products from domestic bison during the next few months.

AThis purchase will provide a boost to North Dakota=s bison industry which is undergoing severe economic hardship,@ said Moseley.  All the bison meat will be utilized in federal food and nutrition distribution programs.

Purchases will be made under authority granted to USDA for emergency surplus removal of food commodities.  Contracts will be awarded by July 15.  A portion of the funds will be used to purchase and process live bison produced by Native Americans.

Further information will be announced soon and will also be made available on the worldwide web at: http://www.ams.usda.gov/cp.
#

