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USDA ANNOUNCES $3.2 MILLION FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN INDIANA

Funds to Assist With Community Development

GRABILL, Ind., March 27, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced the approval of $3.2 million in U.S. Department of Agriculture funds that will assist local community development in rural Indiana.

“Indiana citizens will benefit from these projects,” said Veneman.  “These water and fire loans and grants will help improve the quality of life for these rural communities.”  Veneman made the announcement during a visit to the state with  Congressman Mark Souder  The secretary participated in a town hall forum with local farmers and ranchers.

Town of Shoals, Ind. - $887,000 wastewater loan.  Funds will be used for partial rehabilitation of an existing sewer collection system and installation of a new lift station. The upgrades will benefit all residents in Shoals.  The loan will have a 40-year repayment period at an interest rate of 4.75%.  

Town of North Liberty, Ind. - $1.3 million water loan and grant package ($715,000 loan/ $585,000 grant).  Funds will be used to develop two wells, construct new mainlines and upgrade the treatment plant.  The existing system has a 30 to 40 percent loss of water due to line leakage. The upgrades are expected to benefit the entire community.

South Lake County Community Services, Inc., Cedar Lake, Ind. - $1,050,000 - community facility loan.  Funds will be used to construct and co-facilitate seven key social agencies in Lake County.

City of Oakland, Ind. - $27,500 - community facility loan.  Funds will be used to assist in the purchase of new fire equipment.  The city lost their fire station, along with all equipment inside the facility, during a fire in 2001.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service.  Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.   
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