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USDA ANNOUNCES $858,500 FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN OREGON

Funds to Assist With Economic and Community Development
WASHINGTON, April 1, 2002 –Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced $858,500 in U.S. Department of Agriculture funds that will assist local economic and community development in rural Oregon.

“These funds will help improve rural communities and create jobs in these areas,” Veneman said.  

The following funding announcements were made by Veneman today:

Greater Eastern Oregon Development Corporation, Pendleton, Ore. - $500,000 Intermediary Relending Program loan. The funds will be used to provide loans to rural businesses in the counties of Gilliam, Grant, Umatilla and Wheeler. 

Port of Gold Beach, Gold Beach, Ore. - $47,500 Rural Business Enterprise Grant.  Funds will be used to assist with the renovation and remodeling of the second floor of the Cannery Building on the Gold Beach waterfront that will be used as a business incubator.  The incubator is expected to serve five businesses and create 20 jobs.

Merrill Rural Fire Protection District, Merrill, Ore. - $21,000 community facility grant.  Funds will be used to purchase a used water tender (tanker truck) to haul water to rural fires when other water sources are not readily available.

Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon, Warm Springs, Ore. - $150,000 Rural Business Enterprise Grant.  Funds will be used to purchase equipment for the Warm Springs Essential Oils Business (steam distillation into oils of forest biomass – conifer needles, leaves, stems, roots, flowers and bark of conifer logging slash). The business is expected to create 11 jobs.

Sunny Wolf Community Response Team, Wolf Creek, Ore. - $140,000 Rural Business Enterprise Grant.  Funds will be used to expand and continue operations of the successful small business revolving loan program serving residents of the Josephine County Enterprise Community. The funds are expected to benefit 20 businesses and create 15 jobs.

USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. Further information on USDA Rural Development can be obtained by contacting any USDA Service Center or by visiting the USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 
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