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CLYDE THOMPSON NAMED AS ASSOCIATE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON, April 15, 2002 – Agriculture Assistant Secretary for Administration Lou Gallegos today announced the appointment of Clyde Thompson as associate assistant secretary for administration.  

“Clyde Thompson’s experience in managing human capital and civil rights issues within the Forest Service provides an additional element of expertise to the administration team,” said Gallegos.  “We will benefit from his in-depth knowledge of USDA’s structure and policies.”

During his 26-year career in USDA, that includes 25 years with the Forest Service, Thompson has served in a variety of administrative and management positions in the agency’s Washington Headquarters and Regional Offices in San Francisco and Milwaukee.   In 1999 he received a Presidential Meritorious Rank Award for exceptional leadership in directing and managing all administrative and internal management functions of the Forest Service. 

Since 1998 Thompson has served as the Forest Service’s deputy chief for business operations, having responsibility for human resources, information technology, procurement and contracting activities and the senior and youth employment programs.   In 1997 Thompson served as acting deputy chief for business operations.   He was associate deputy chief for business operations from 1994-97.  From 1992-94 he served as assistant director for procurement and property in the Washington office.  

Thompson served as the regional director for information systems management for the agency’s Pacific Southwest Region in San Francisco from 1989-92.  

From 1982-89 Thompson supervised staffs and managed programs in telecommunications, information systems and procurement and property at the agency’s headquarters, after having worked as a contracting officer in USDA’s Office of Operations in 1981.   In 1977, Thompson began his full-time career with the Forest Service as a contract specialist in its Eastern Regional Office in Milwaukee, following his first year in government service as a cooperative education student in 1976.  

A native of Natchez, Miss., Thompson holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration from Jackson State University in Jackson, Miss., and a master’s degree in business administration from the University of Wisconsin in Whitewater. 
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