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USDA TO PURCHASE UP TO $6 MILLION OF CATFISH PRODUCTS

 FOR FEEDING PROGRAMS
WASHINGTON, April 15, 2002BBAgriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced that USDA will purchase up to $6 million of breaded catfish products for distribution through federal nutrition programs.

“Catfish producers have faced difficult economic times in recent years and this purchase will provide some assistance for producers,” said Veneman.  “This purchase will provide schoolchildren and needy families with a nutritious product.@
USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service soon will begin purchasing breaded catfish strips and breaded catfish nuggets from approved suppliers.  The frozen breaded catfish products must be from U.S. produced catfish and must be processed in the United States. 

Under Secretary Bill Hawks, who is in Jackson and Oxford, Miss., today to discuss agricultural issues, said, AChildren who participate in the National School Lunch Program will be primary beneficiaries of this wholesome product.  At the same time, Mississippi=s catfish industry, it=s thousands of workers and their families will benefit from a more stabilized market.@
This purchase is conducted under Section 32 of the Act of Aug. 24, 1935, which authorizes USDA to make emergency surplus removal purchases.  Funding for Section 32 purchases are derived from duties collected under customs laws.

Inquiries should be addressed to: Contracting Officer, AMS Livestock and Seed Program, USDA Stop 0253, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington DC 20250-0253; telephone (202) 720-2650; fax (202) 720-9538.
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