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USDA ANNOUNCES FFA CONTEST WINNERS

WASHINGTON, April 26, 2002  -- Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the 2002 winners in the fifth annual FFA Risk Management Strategies Writing Contest.

“This cooperative program between the FFA and USDA provides opportunities for young people to learn more about risk management and to develop and improve their leadership skills,” said Veneman.  

The purpose of the writing contest is to encourage young people enrolled in agricultural education to become aware of the new risk environment in production agriculture and to help them develop a better understanding of the effective use of risk management tools.  This year’s contest attracted 183 agricultural students who took up the challenge of applying the principles of risk management to their own personal enterprises in essays of 1,000 words or less.  The essays were reviewed by a select panel of independent judges.  

The 10 national winners for 2002 are: Kent David Leesman, Hartsburg, Ill;  Cierra Lyn Jones, Castle Dale, Utah;  Nicole R. Henry, Meridian, Texas;  Brittany Glazner, Grapeland, Texas; Ruth I. Bobbitt, Lamont, Okla.; Lindsey Brown, Grapeland, Texas;  J. Cole Mertens, New Raymer, Colo.;  John Hildebrand, Stafford, Kan.; Dolly Jane Barnes, Selmer, Tenn., and Brendon Lowe, Chickasha, Okla.

The contest keeps with the spirit of Veneman’s “Leaders of Tomorrow” initiative that was inspired by the President’s challenge to give back to communities and become mentors to youth.  As part of the program, Veneman is encouraging people to help others through mentor and volunteer programs. The risk management writing contest, through FFA mentors and others, encourages community involvement, inspires tomorrow’s agricultural leaders, and promotes risk management education to young people enrolled in agricultural education.

USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) will provide the winners and their advisors with a trip to the Nation's Capital on April 25-26, where they will participate in a special recognition ceremony at USDA, along with other activities.
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