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VENEMAN SELECTS ELIZABETH JOHNSON AS SENIOR ADVISOR ON FOOD AND NUTRITION ISSUES

WASHINGTON, May 1, 2002—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of Elizabeth (Beth) Johnson, M.S. R.D., as senior advisor on food and nutrition issues at the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  


“I’m delighted that Beth Johnson is joining our team at USDA,” Veneman said.  “She brings a wealth of knowledge and experience and an important understanding of consumer and agriculture issues.”


Prior to her appointment, Johnson served as vice president of Fleshman-Hillard, Inc., in Washington, D.C. where she worked with a variety of food and agricultural clients.  

Before joining Fleshman-Hillard in 1998, Johnson was a senior professional staff member at the Senate Agriculture Committee where she coordinated policy in the areas of nutrition, farm credit and livestock.  In addition, she was formerly associate director for food policy at the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association.  

Her previous government experience includes positions at the Food and Drug Administration as a nutritionist for the food labeling division and as a research dietitian at the USDA Agricultural Research Service.  

Johnson, a Registered Dietitian, holds a Master of Science degree in Nutrition from the University of Maryland and a Bachelor of Science in Dietetics from Ball State University.  


Johnson will join USDA May 8.  Her duties will include advising Secretary Veneman on a variety of issues, and will help coordinate food and agriculture policy including nutrition, food safety and consumer issues.  
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