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“Well, thank you very much, Greg (Lebedev), for that very kind introduction.  I really appreciate having the opportunity to be here today, and to join the Chamber and the President as we welcome you to our country.  It sounds like you've had an outstanding trip and we're pleased that we can be a part of that visit as well.


“The progress of reform that is being made in Uganda under your leadership, Mr. President, is remarkable.


“We congratulate you and we support you.  In this era of global trade and global unrest, our futures are intertwined as never before.  We share a commitment to making our countries safer in the face of new threats to our economy and our way of life.


“We share a commitment to freedom and to improving the lives of our citizens.


“Mr. President, you have done much to better the lives of your people.  Economic growth in Uganda is a model for Africa.  Jumping nearly 7 percent in the last decade compared to 3.4 percent in the late 1980's, and far outpacing the rest of Africa.


“The United States has a strong commercial and security interest in strengthening our trade and investment ties with Uganda and Africa, in general.  As you have seen in your own country, the key to unlocking Africa's potential lies in higher levels of growth through trade and private investment.


“Our policy toward Africa is to help those countries that are undertaking the boldest reforms; to encourage private sector trade, investment and economic activity; to invest in people; and to make sure that Africans themselves are full partners in this relationship.


“The United States has taken concrete steps to improve trade opportunities for Sub-Saharan Africa through trade initiatives.
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“Last September, President Bush approved 35 Sub-Saharan African countries, including Uganda, as Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, or AGOA, as we call it, beneficiaries, making them eligible for duty-free access of almost all goods into the United States.


“It gives us a meaningful opportunity for increased trade and economic cooperation between our two countries.  We expect it to result in billions of dollars in new trade and investment.


“Mr. President, you were the first African nation to officially endorse AGOA, despite strong reluctance from other African leaders.


“You recognized the importance of this legislation, making it a key part of your own economic development strategy.


“Experience has taught us that countries that are part of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and actively engage in trade show faster growth and economic prosperity.


“Africa's integration into the global trading system is an indispensable key to economic development and expansion.


“Ambassador Zoellick and I, as was mentioned, led the delegation from the U.S. to Doha in November, and we were very pleased that we were able to launch an agreement to begin a new round of global trade negotiations.


“A major challenge arising from Doha is to further secure the link between trade and economic development by welcoming and encouraging developing countries to more fully integrate into trade negotiations and world commerce.


“Developing countries have submitted ambitious and creative proposals in the discussions thus far.  We are fully committed to addressing the needs and concerns of developing countries and market-oriented policies can help address these problems.


“The Doha mandate provides for what we call trade capacity-building, that is, assisting developing countries to expand their expertise in rules and functioning of the WTO.  WTO members have pledged nearly $18 million, double the original target, to help developing countries participate fully in the Doha Development Agenda.


“We understand that these countries must perceive tangible results in sustainable economic development and social stability for the new round to be a success.


“We have learned through experience that countries that are open to trade and investment with the world as a whole have generally been able to create growth, competition, and prosperity.


“No country in modern history, whether it is in Africa or the Americas, has accelerated development without first opening up its economy to world markets.
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“President Bush believes that the best way to reignite an era of global economic growth and reduce poverty is through a world trading system that is dramatically more open and free.


“Our efforts to reach this goal begin at home with the enactment of Trade 

Promotion Authority (TPA).  We need TPA to negotiate trade agreements more easily with other countries such as Uganda.


“The U.S. Chamber has been a true champion in the fight for Trade Promotion Authority and let me add my voice to that of Ambassador Zoellick and others in the administration who have expressed our thanks for your tireless efforts.


“At the United Nations summit on financing for development in Monterrey, Mexico, President Bush indicated our strong support for the international development goals in the U.N.'s millennium declaration.


“The President has called for “a new compact for global development,” saying, “greater contributions from developed countries must be linked to greater responsibility from developing nations.”


“The United States will lead by example, increasing our development assistance by $5 billion over the next three budget cycles.  Our goal is to provide people in developing nations with the tools they need to seize the opportunities of the global economy.


“We are seeking to promote stronger relations with Africa through its major regional development and economic groups.


“Through these partnerships we can discuss issues such as business, trade development, agricultural reform, and mutually beneficial cooperation.


“We can also support regional economic integration efforts to make doing business in this region more affordable and practical for local and international business.


“Developing countries will need to do more also.  To be successful in attracting capital, they must do their part to create an environment conducive to trade and investment.


“The results of Doha was the reaffirmation by more than 140 nations, that international trade is the ultimate engine for growth, opportunity, development, and freedom.


“How did the international community come together in the end?  We listened. We compromised. And then we acted.  We must do no less in the months ahead if we are to lift the restrictions and distortion that unfair trade places on global markets.


“The United States strongly supports the African Growth and Opportunity Act, the Doha Development Agenda, and trade capacity-building initiatives.
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“We stand ready to work closely with the people of Uganda, our African colleagues, and fellow WTO members to achieve reform of the multilateral system for the benefit of all countries.


“In closing, I want to commend the president and the people of Uganda for the forward-looking reforms you have initiated.


“Thank you very much for the opportunity to be here, and thank you, Mr. President, for visiting us here in the U.S”.
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