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VENEMAN NAMES JAMES MICHAEL KELLY AS DEPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL


WASHINGTON, May 22, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of James Michael Kelly as deputy general counsel for the U.S.

Department of Agriculture. Kelly has served as acting general counsel from January 2001 until April 2002.  


“J. Michael Kelly has been a tremendous asset and true leader at USDA for many years,” said Veneman.  “His outstanding legal expertise and unique historical perspective and understanding of the issues facing USDA will serve the Department well.”  


Kelly has served in the Office of the General Counsel of USDA since 1973, and for many years he also served as the Department’s Ethics Counselor.  He has served as USDA’s associate general counsel for legislation, litigation and general law, where he was responsible for all legislative drafting and review; appellate and environmental litigation; legal advice regarding agricultural and economic research programs; and legal services regarding USDA operations.  In 1975, he was detailed to serve temporarily as acting counsel of the newly formed Commodity Futures Trading Commission.  Prior to his service at USDA, Kelly had served from 1967 until 1973 as legislative attorney, deputy legislative counsel, special assistant to the General Counsel and legislative counsel for the U.S. Small Business Administration.



Kelly served on active duty with the U.S. Army from 1964 until 1966, including one year's tour of duty in Vietnam, and was discharged as a Captain, U.S. Army Reserve.


A native of Middletown, Ohio, Kelly received his A.B. degree from the University of Notre Dame and his J.D. degree from the University of Virginia.  He is admitted to practice before the bars of Virginia, Florida, and the District of Columbia and before the United States Courts of Appeals for the Fourth, Fifth, Ninth, Tenth, and District of Columbia Circuits.
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