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Release No. 0208.02

VENEMAN PRAISES SENATE PASSAGE OF BIPARTISAN TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY LEGISLATION


WASHINGTON, May 23, 2002 – U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman issued the following statement following bipartisan passage of Trade Promotion Authority by the Senate:


“We are extremely pleased that Trade Promotion Authority passed out of the Senate today with such strong bipartisan support.  This is extremely good news for American agriculture.  And, it is an important step in restoring the President’s authority to negotiate and enter into trade agreements that will boost U.S. food and agricultural exports.


“TPA is a critical tool in prying open international markets for U.S. farm and food products and the U.S. food and agriculture community has been one of the staunchest supporters of this legislation.  We are thankful for its continued efforts toward passage of this important legislation.


“Securing a strong economic foundation for America’s farmers and ranchers has been one of the President’s top priorities.  We at USDA, along with Secretary Evans and Ambassador Zoellick, will continue our collective pursuit of a comprehensive trade agenda.  


“The new trade talks launched in Doha last November offer tremendous potential benefits to America’s farmers and ranchers by expanding access to rapidly growing foreign markets.  Trade Promotion Authority will strengthen the U.S. leadership role in ongoing negotiations and help us obtain our ambitious objectives. 


“I want to thank the leadership in the Senate and those members who voted in support of Trade Promotion Authority.  Our hope is that the Conference Committee will move quickly in finalizing this measure so we can continue to expand trade opportunities for America’s farm and food sector.”
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