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by

Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman

Regarding Country of Origin Labeling Provisions in the New Farm Bill

May 29, 2002

"There have been erroneous and misleading reports and statements by some regarding my recent comments about country of origin labeling and I believe it necessary to set the record straight.

"Let there be no doubt that USDA intends to implement the country of origin measure as directed by the Congress in the new farm bill.  We do not support, we have not recommended, nor do we have any intention of proposing a North American label as some have suggested.

"While the Administration did express concerns about the potential costs and implementation difficulties of country of origin labeling, nonetheless, the provision was included in the final farm bill and it is now USDA’s job to administer the law.

"Unfortunately, there are some who have inappropriately mischaracterized my statements regarding this subject.  While in Canada recently defending the farm bill against attacks by other countries, someone asked whether USDA would consider using a North American label in addition to the U.S. label provision.  As I responded then and repeat again today, we have an obligation to administer the law as it is written and we will do so.


"While we welcome input into the process, there should be no question as to USDA’s intention to implement country of origin labeling as directed in the new farm bill”

