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USDA ANNOUNCES OPENING OF 2002 FARMERS MARKET SEASON

2002 Farm Bill Provides $20 Million Increase for Senior and WIC Farmers Market Programs

WASHINGTON, June 7, 2002 --Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman today opened the USDA Farmers Market season in a kick-off event that featured cooking demonstrations, live music, raffles and other attractions.

“Farmers markets in the U.S. date back to the 1800's,” Veneman said. The number of farmers markets operating throughout the nation has more than doubled since 1994.  Farmers markets will continue to expand, benefiting both farmers and consumers.”

Farmers markets have an important place in USDA’s efforts to encourage healthier eating and nutrition.  Farmers Market Nutrition Programs provide coupons to low-income mothers and children through the Women, Infant and Children’s program to be used for fresh produce and the Senior Farmers Market Pilot Project helps provide seniors with access to fresh fruits and vegetables.  

“We are pleased to announce that the 2002 farm bill provided an additional $20 million for both Senior and WIC Farmers Markets bringing the total funding for FY 2002 to $40 million. Through these programs, WIC moms and their children, as well as our senior citizens, will be able to improve their diets by adding fresh produce to their meals” said Veneman.

The additional $20 million will be distributed to states in mid-June.  This season the WIC Farmer’s Market will operate in 36 States, 5 Indian Tribal Organization, Guam, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia.  The Senior Farmer’s Market Program will operate in 34 States, one Indian Tribal Organization and the District of Columbia.

Every Friday from June 7 through Oct. 25, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., local farmers will sell their seasonal products in the parking lot on the east side of USDA’s Jamie L. Whitten Federal Building, at the intersection of Independence Ave. and 12th St., S.W.

USDA works to help farmers develop avenues for selling their products directly to consumers.  A provision of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 provides funding for projects to establish, expand and promote farmer’s markets.  

Initiated in 1996, the USDA Farmers Market gives regional farmers from Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, West Virginia and Virginia an opportunity to sell their products in location convenient for employees, local residents and tourists.  
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Veneman announced that August 4-10, 2002 has been designated as “National Farmers Market Week” to encourage all Americans to recognize and participate in these wonderful displays of American agriculture and community. 

#

