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U.S. ANNOUNCES PLANS TO HOLD INTERNATIONAL TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE NEXT YEAR

Agenda To Focus On Needs of Developing Countries and Benefits for Productivity and Trade  

ROME, June 10, 2002 -- U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture will host a ministerial-level International Conference on Agricultural Science and Technology early next year, inviting ministers from around the world to attend.

“Everyone benefits as more countries understand and share the benefits of scientific and technological innovation in agriculture,” Veneman said.  “This conference will focus on the needs of developing countries in adopting new technologies and the role of partnerships in improving access to technologies.”

Speaking in Rome before heads of state and other officials from more than 180 nations at the World Food Summit: Five Years Later, Veneman reaffirmed the U.S. commitment to ending global hunger and poverty, noting that increased agricultural productivity would be one major step toward greater food availability and access in poor countries.  


“Achieving needed gains in global agricultural productivity and better food distribution will require broader dissemination, adoption, and acceptance of existing and new technologies.” Veneman said.  “Technology is part of the solution to global food security.  We want to encourage countries to work together to take advantage of the opportunities it presents.” 

Biotechnology and other agricultural production, processing and information technologies have the potential to significantly boost farm yields, cut food waste, encourage environmentally sustainable production and offer new marketing opportunities for farmers.  
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The conference agenda will cover access to technologies, new scientific research, the relationship between regulatory practices and innovation, and the creation of partnerships to help developing countries adopt new technologies to increase agricultural productivity.


The dates and location for the conference have not yet been determined.  Sites outside the United States, particularly in developing countries, are being considered. 


For more information about U.S. participation at the World Food Summit, including press releases, transcripts and policy papers, visit www.usda.gov.
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