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SECRETARY VENEMAN PLEDGES U.S. SUPPORT FOR WORLD FOOD SUMMIT 

ROME, June 10, 2002 -- U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today lauded the Resolution adopted at the World Food Summit: Five Years Later and outlined U.S. efforts to support the Summit’s goals.  

The Resolution urges all countries to accelerate their actions so that an average of 20 million people per year will not go hungry.  If this goal is reached, then the World Food Summit target of cutting by half the number of hungry people in the world by 2015 will be achieved.  


“The United States is well on its way to cutting hunger at home by half by the year 2010,” said Secretary Veneman.  “And we have pledged to do even more in the years ahead to help developing countries reduce the scourge of hunger in their nations so they too can bring hope and health to their people.”

The United States already is the world’s largest food aid donor, the leading donor responding to the food crisis now facing southern Africa and the largest contributor to multilateral lending banks, Veneman said.  “Today we reaffirm the U.S. commitment to ending global hunger.”  

At the Summit, Veneman announced that the United States will focus on increasing agricultural productivity, ending famine and improving nutrition.  These goals can be achieved with the help of both longstanding and new technologies, including biotechnology.  It also requires that developing and developed countries work in partnership with one another to make real, tangible progress in reducing poverty and alleviating hunger, Veneman said.

The Resolution emphasizes the need for countries to implement policies to improve access to safe food.   Governments are urged to review their national food security policies to remove obstacles and streamline operations.  Developed countries are encouraged to support further reforms in the international trade system.

“Open markets and the free exchange of goods and services will do a far better job of getting food to people than excuses for unnecessary trade barriers can ever do,” Veneman said.

The United States imports more than $450 billion in products from developing countries each year—over eight times the amount these countries receive in aid from all sources combined.  
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The United States is a major market for many countries’ food and agricultural products and thus a key source of export earnings, Veneman said

The World Food Summit: Five Years Later, is bringing more than 180 leaders from around the world to Rome, Italy to address hunger and chronic undernourishment around the world.  More information about the World Food Summit can be found on the USDA web site at www.usda.gov.
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