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Release No. 0249.02

by

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman

Regarding the Investigation of the Hayman Fire in Colorado

June 16, 2002

“We are shocked and saddened that a Forest Service employee has admitted to starting the Hayman fire in the Pike-San Isabel National Forest. 

“Our thoughts are with the courageous firefighters battling fires across the West, as well as with those families who have lost their homes or whose homes are threatened because of the fires.

“I commend the Forest Service and the USDA Office of Inspector General for their quick and thorough work in this investigation.  I pledge the full cooperation of the department to bring this case to an end and to see that justice is served.”
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