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VENEMAN DECLARES 32 COUNTIES IN NEBRASKA AS

AGRICULTURAL DISASTERS

Decision Makes Farmers Eligible for Emergency Farm Loans


BLAIR, Neb., June 20, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today declared 32 counties in Nebraska as agricultural disasters, making farmers eligible for USDA emergency farm loans due to losses caused by unseasonably cold spring temperatures, high winds, frost, hail, and drought that occurred during the past year.  Veneman was in the state at the request of Governor Mike Johanns, where they visited a farm operation to discuss corn production, toured the Cargill-Dow LLC facility, and promoted value-added agriculture.


“Farmers in Nebraska have suffered from extreme weather conditions and these low interest loans will help producers who have experienced adverse effects and devastating losses,” said Veneman.  “We continue to examine every available program to assist farmers during these difficult times and will continue to work with Governor Johanns and the Congressional delegation to best utilize these resources.”


Arthur, Box Butte, Franklin, Garden, Harlan, Kearney, Lincoln, Logan, McPherson and Morrill Counties were named as primary disaster areas.  Also eligible, because they are contiguous, are Adams, Banner, Blaine, Buffalo, Cheyenne, Custer, Dawes, Dawson, Deuel, Frontier, Furnas, Grant, Hayes, Hooker, Keith, Perkins, Phelps, Scotts Bluff, Sheridan, Sioux, Thomas and Webster Counties.


This designation makes all qualified farm operators in primary and contiguous disaster counties eligible for low-interest EM loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of this declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available, and repayment ability.


USDA has also made other programs available to assist farmers in Nebraska and other states declared disaster areas including Federal Crop Insurance, Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance, the Emergency Conservation Program and the Emergency Loan Program.


For more information about USDA programs to help eligible farmers recover from adversity, producers are urged to contact their local FSA offices for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures.  Additional information is also available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistance1.htm. 
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