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PRESIDENT BUSH RELEASES $120 MILLION IN EMERGENCY FUNDS FOR WILDLAND FIRE EFFORT
WASHINGTON, June 21, 2002 – U.S. Department of Agriculture and U.S. Department of the Interior will receive additional emergency funds for wildfire suppression and emergency rehabilitation of burned lands.  The Office of Management and Budget yesterday released a total of $120 million--$66 million to USDA and $54 million to DOI.   

“These funds are essential to the wildland fire suppression effort and to protect our nation’s communities,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman. “However, fighting wildland fire is only one part of addressing wildland fire risks.  Another critical aspect is reducing the buildup of hazardous fuels in our forests and grasslands by restoring fire-adapted ecosystems.  The National Fire Plan is the foundation of this effort.”

The funds are intended to aid federal land management agencies in fire suppression activities that impact natural resources and communities.  Even with additional firefighting resources and a record of effectively suppressing 95 percent of wildland fires upon initial attack, fire managers expect some fires will become large, costly and dangerous due to potentially severe burning conditions throughout the West.  The top priorities of firefighter and community safety will guide suppression efforts.  OMB was slated to release the funds in July.  

“The additional emergency funds announced today will help provide protection for homes and resources,” Interior Secretary Gale Norton said.  “Wildfires burn indiscriminately without regard for federal, state or private land.  It will take the combined efforts of all governments and landowners to solve our wildfire problem, which has been over a century in the making.”

The emergency funds will also be used to restore and rehabilitate areas damaged by wildfires by planting trees, native grasses, shrubs and some non-native species to insure site stability and competition against invasive species.  In addition, the maintenance of current fire facilities and the construction of new ones will support efforts to further improve firefighting capacity. 

The National Fire Plan, adopted in Fall 2000, is a cooperative, long-term effort of USDA’s Forest Service, Department of the Interior and the National Association of State Foresters to manage the impact of wildfires on communities and the environment.  In fiscal year 2002, Congress appropriated more than $2.26 billion for the National Fire Plan and base program funding.  Allocations include nearly $1.6 billion for the Forest Service, including $255 million for wildland fire suppression activities and $66 million in emergency contingency fire suppression funds.  DOI received more than $678 million, including $127 million for suppression, $34 million in emergency contingency fire suppression funds and $20 million in emergency contingency funds for rehabilitation of burned areas.

For current wildland fire information, go to http://www.nifc.gov
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