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USDA PROVIDES EMERGENCY RELIEF TO MONTANA AND SOUTH DAKOTA


WASHINGTON, June 28, 2002 - Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced that USDA will provide $1.9 million to South Dakota and $90,000 to Montana (plus an additional $2 million as needed) in Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) funds.  Veneman also authorized emergency haying of Conservation Reserve Program acreage in 33 drought stricken Montana counties and 28 South Dakota counties.

“South Dakota and Montana are enduring their worst drought in 25 years, devastating many of the states’ livestock producers,” said Veneman. “We continue to use available programs to assist producers during these difficult times.”  

In a continuing effort to give much needed relief, USDA is providing ECP funds to help Montana and South Dakota producers construct or deepen wells, develop seeps and springs, install pipelines and haul water for livestock.  CRP haying in the two states will permit producers to harvest hay to feed suffering cattle and other livestock.


Earlier, emergency grazing was authorized for the 33 Montana counties, which are also approved for haying.  These counties are:  Big Horn, Blaine, Broadwater, Carbon, Carter, Cascade, Chouteau, Custer, Dawson, Fallon, Fergus, Garfield, Glacier, Golden Valley, Hill, Jefferson, Judith Basin, Lewis and Clark, Liberty, Meagher, Musselshell, Phillips, Pondera, Powder River, Prairie, Rosebud, Sheridan, Stillwater, Teton, Toole, Treasure, Wheatland and Yellowstone.


Emergency grazing was also authorized for the 28 South Dakota counties, which are also approved for haying.  These counties are:  Aurora, Bon Homme, Brown, Butte, Campbell, Corson, Dewey, Edmunds, Faulk, Haakon, Hand, Harding, Hughes, Hyde, Jackson, Jones, Lyman, Marshall, McPherson, Meade, Pennington, Perkins, Potter, Spink, Stanley, Sully, Walworth and Ziebach.


In Montana and South Dakota, emergency haying is also permitted on CRP land enrolled in wetland restoration program known as practice CP23.  This week, USDA will begin notifying local Farm Service Agency offices which counties are approved for haying.  Livestock operations in approved counties should submit applications with their local FSA offices.


Haying is authorized until Aug. 31, 2002, or until disaster conditions no longer exist, whichever comes first.  Other limitations may also apply.  CRP participants who do not own or lease livestock may rent or lease the haying privilege to an eligible livestock producer located in an approved county.
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CRP offers annual rental payments and cost-share assistance to establish long-term, resource-conserving cover on eligible land.  USDA will monitor producers to ensure the land is safely hayed and grazed without damaging conservation covers.


USDA has other programs available to assist Montana and South Dakota, including emergency farm loans, federal crop insurance and the noninsured crop disaster assistance program.  For more information and eligibility requirements on USDA disaster assistance, producers should contact their local FSA office or visit FSA’s website at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov. 


USDA will continue to evaluate Montana and South Dakota’s drought situation and respond accordingly.

#

