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Emergency Assistance for Montana and South Dakota

Questions and Answers
June 28, 2002
1.  How does this drought compare to other years?

The 2002 drought is reported to be one of the worst droughts in many years and has affected over half of the nation.

2.  What benefits does the Emergency Conservation Program provide?

Through ECP, FSA shares the cost of hauling water or, where appropriate, drilling wells as supplemental water for livestock.

3.  What livestock producers are eligible for ECP drought assistance?
Eligible livestock producers are those in an ECP-designated drought county who have lost their source of livestock water.

4.  What states have been approved for emergency haying of CRP acreage?

The 2 states approved for emergency haying of CRP acreage are Montana and South Dakota.

5.  What states have been approved for emergency grazing of CRP acreage?

The 12 states approved for emergency grazing of CRP acreage are Colorado, Kansas, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, Utah and Wyoming.

6.  When was emergency grazing authorized this year?

Emergency grazing of CRP acreage was authorized on May 22, 2002.

7.  How does a county qualify for emergency haying and grazing?

FSA’s county committees request authority when a county has suffered at least a 40 percent loss of normal moisture and forage for the preceding four-month qualifying period.  FSA’s headquarters answers requests within one workday.

8.  What if an entire county does not meet the requirements for emergency haying and grazing?

FSA’s county committees may request authorization for a partial county where the weather-related emergency occurred.

9.  How long may CRP acreage be hayed or grazed?

CRP acreage may be hayed or grazed through the earlier of Aug. 31, 2002, or until the weather-related emergency condition no longer exists.

10.  How else is USDA providing relief for drought stricken producers?
USDA has other emergency assistance available, including emergency farm loans, federal crop insurance and the noninsured crop disaster assistance program.
