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“The U.S. team in Moscow today reported significant progress in talks with Russian officials on the long-running poultry trade dispute.  Despite the progress, important issues remain to be addressed before the dispute is fully resolved.  Part of the U.S. team will remain in Moscow until this weekend to continue discussions.

“This round of talks began in Moscow on June 26 and followed previous discussions earlier in the month in Washington.  The talks focused on development of a new veterinary certificate for U.S. poultry exports to Russia.  Trade is currently regulated by a certificate developed under a 1996 agreement between the two countries.  The Russians requested a new certificate after abruptly terminating trade on March 10.   The import ban was subsequently lifted on April 15, and trade is slowly resuming while a new certificate is being negotiated.

“The team reported that a wide range of technical issues were addressed in the talks, including testing requirements and procedures, inspection guidelines and process, hygienic requirements, and documentation and procedure. In addition, avian influenza and biotechnology were discussed. 

“Representatives from several federal agencies composed the team, including USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service, Food Safety and Inspection Service, and Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, the Food and Drug Administration, and the U.S. Trade Representative’s Office.  In addition, we met with Russian Agriculture Minister Alexei Gordeyev and Ministry of Economic and Development and Trade officials during the week.

“The number of outstanding issues is being narrowed.  Both sides are exchanging technical information and talks are expected to continue over the next several days. It is anticipated that trade will continue to flow while the negotiations move to a conclusion.  

“Russia is the largest market for U.S. poultry exports, with sales last year exceeding one million tons valued at over $600 million.”
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