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USDA SEEKS APPLICANTS FOR PAYMENT LIMITATIONS COMMISSION


WASHINGTON, July 5, 2002 -- The U.S. Department of Agriculture is accepting applications from individuals interested in serving on the Commission on the Application of Payment Limitations.  The Commission was established by the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (the 2002 Farm Bill).

The 2002 Farm Bill provision requires that a total of 10 members will be appointed as follows: three members appointed by the Secretary of Agriculture; three members appointed by the Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee; and three members appointed by the House Agriculture Committee.  USDA’s Chief Economist will also serve on the Commission.  Secretary Veneman will appoint one of the 10 members to serve as chairperson.


Individuals interested in being considered for appointment to the Commission by the Secretary of Agriculture can obtain form AD-755 located at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov and fax it to Dann Stuart at (202) 720-2979.  The deadline for submitting applications is July 12.  Applications are being solicited through press release and Internet notice.

Payment limitations refer to the maximum amount of certain program benefits a person can receive by law.  The 2002 Farm Bill created the Commission to conduct a study on the potential impacts on farm income of further payment limitations on the receipt of direct payments, counter-cyclical payments, marketing loan gains, and loan deficiency payments.  In addition, the Commission will evaluate how further payment limitations on the receipt of the specified payments would affect land values, rural communities, agribusiness infrastructure, planting decisions of producers, supply and prices of covered commodities, loan commodities, specialty crops (including fruits and vegetables), and other agricultural commodities.
#
NOTE: Farm Service Agency (FSA) news releases and media advisories are available on the Web at FSA’s home page: http://www.fsa.usda.gov .
