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VENEMAN HONORS USDA EMPLOYEES IN ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY
Honors for Heroism and Courage Highlighted for Efforts with September 11 Attacks

WASHINGTON, July 8, 2002—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today honored U.S. Department of Agriculture employees from across the nation for exemplary service and achievements in the 56th Annual USDA Honor Awards Ceremony.


“The Honor Awards celebrate the breadth and diversity of our department and also offer a good opportunity to showcase the important work we do in improving people’s lives,” said Veneman.  “We are extremely proud of all USDA employees, particularly those being honored here today, for their teamwork and dedication to public service.”


The Honor Awards, presented each year, are the most prestigious awards given by USDA.  This year’s 88 award winners represent outstanding service in many fields, including stewardship of natural resources, scientific research, disease control, environmental innovations, educational outreach, emergency response to disasters, food safety, farm and food program delivery, trade and export development and rural economic development.  USDA also honored employees who had performed individual acts of heroism and courage. 


Veneman highlighted the response of USDA employees to the September 11 terrorist attacks and said their hard work has helped Americans gain a new appreciation for those in public service.  Among those honored are:

· The U.S. Forest Service Incident Management Teams from Anchorage, Alaska, Portland, Ore., Redmond, Ore., and Flagstaff, Ariz., for their assistance the search and rescue efforts at the New York Trade Center Terrorist Attack Incident in New York City;

· The U.S. Forest Service Interagency Incident Management Team from Bakersfield, Calif., for their rescue efforts at the Pentagon Terrorist Attack in Washington, D.C.;

· The Terrorist Attacks Incident Response and Consequence Management Group, Office of Inspector General, in New York City, for their efforts to ensure the safety of USDA employees, facilities and infrastructure;

· The Disaster Food Stamp Program Team, Food and Nutrition Service, Boston, Mass., for their response to the emergency food needs of New York City after September 11;

· The Wildlife Services’ World Trade Center Disaster Response Team, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Castleton, NY, for their recovery efforts at the Staten Island Landfill;
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· James A. Fortner of the Farm Service Agency and Jane E. Servais of the Agricultural Marketing Service for voluntary efforts after the terrorist attack on the Pentagon;

· The Homeland Security Emergency Support Team and the Crisis Response Group for their efforts on September 11 and during the ensuing months in support of homeland security, and the Terrorism Response Group for emergency activities and employee security measures.


The Plow Honor Award, the highest USDA honor, for Heroism and Emergency Response was presented to Rebecca Ann Welch of the Forest Service in Naches, Washington for saving the lives of two recreational campers trapped by the Thirtymile Wildfire in the Okanogan National Forest. 


  “This past year, particularly following the tragedies of September 11, we saw many examples where USDA employees stepped forward to help their fellow Americans,” said Veneman.  “These honorees and all those recognized through this award program, represent just a small fraction of the many dedicated and hard-working employees at USDA.” 


USDA also recognized its 16 Presidential Rank Award recipients, 117 USDA recipients of major awards sponsored by external organizations, 448 employees across the country with 40 years of service each and seven employees with 50 years of service each.  Award recipients are listed on the USDA website at http://www.usda.gov .
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