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“Thank you very much.  It is a great pleasure to be here and I am especially pleased to have the opportunity to again participate in this honor awards ceremony.

“The Honor Awards celebrate the breadth and diversity of our department.

“And they are a good opportunity to showcase the important work we do in improving people’s lives.

“This past year has been a time filled with challenges for all Americans.  

“President Bush has talked many times about the remarkable way in which federal employees have responded to the events of September 11th and the new focus we now have on protecting our homeland security.

“The President has said, “This is a different kind of war, and it has placed many Americans on the front line.”

“And many in USDA have been on the front lines.

From the Forest Service to the Food and Nutrition Service, USDA personnel played a critical role in the initial response to the Pentagon and in New York City – and we are recognizing them for that work today.

“Forest Service emergency management teams, who have a wealth of experience in managing huge undertakings such as the wildland fires that we now see raging out west, were sent to New York City and to the Pentagon to help manage those crises.

“They arrived September 12.

“In early October, I toured Ground Zero in New York City and met with victims and rescuers and many other people.

“While there, I spoke with the Deputy Police Chief who toured me around Ground Zero and, he said to me, I never would have imagined the United States Department of Agriculture could be of so much assistance to the Fire Department of New York.  He could not, he said, have done it without them. 

“USDA helped in other ways, such as emergency food stamps for families in need as a result of this tragedy.

“From those first hours of emergency response to the weeks and months after, these men and women of USDA have answered their country’s call to service.

“Throughout all of this, Americans have gained a stronger appreciation for those who have made public service their life’s calling. 

“I want to thank all of you – and all of the USDA family – for your hard work, perseverance, and commitment during these challenging times.  

“The Honor Awards holds a special place in my heart, because in 1988, I was a member of a team that was recognized with one of these rewards. 

“One of the most important qualities of these awards is that they recognize teamwork – something that is so important in our collective success.

“The artist Vincent Van Gogh described it well when he said, “Great things are done by a series of small things brought together.”

“Whether you look at the work we do piece-by-piece or collectively, this is a hugely diverse department that touches the lives of people all around the world.

· From children in Boston or Botswana who get a healthy, nutritious lunch at school; 

· To rural families who see the American Dream brought within reach because USDA programs enable them to own their own home;

· To our farmers and ranchers who rely on us to open new markets for their products, protect their crops and animals from devastating disease, and maintain the integrity of our agricultural system as a whole; 

· To those families who see their homes and communities threatened by wildfire;

· To those around the world who receive American food aid and the benefits of our research;

· And, to American families gathered around the dinner table, who can eat safe, healthy and nutritious food.

“It is hard to overstate the importance of the work we do at USDA – and how critical teamwork is in fulfilling our mission.  

“Working together enables us to meet the needs of a changing world.  

“The achievements we are honoring today demonstrate the dynamic ability of USDA to meet those changes:

 “We’re harnessing the latest technology to improve the services we deliver and to make American agriculture more efficient and productive.

“Our teams have made tangible progress in strengthening our food safety systems with cutting edge research and strong enforcement.

“We have developed new protective systems to keep destructive crop and animal diseases out of our country. 

“USDA’s work in helping to protect the environment --- the forests, water, air, soil and wildlife is recognized.

            “The work USDA teams have done researching foreign markets has helped to guide international policy and business decisions to create expanded export opportunities for American agricultural goods.  

           “Our hunger and nutrition teams are finding new ways to put food on the plates of seniors, children and those in need.  

           “These are just a few of the things this department is doing – and that these awards represent.  

“There are many, many more. 

Abraham Lincoln once said, “We succeed only in concert.”

“This department is a truly global organization rooted firmly in the commitment of our people to working together in concert.    

Today, we say, “thank you for a job well done” to some outstanding examples of the work this department is doing.  

“Congratulations to the award winners and many thanks to the entire USDA team for your hard work, your dedication and your commitment and your public service.

“Thank you very much.” 
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