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VENEMAN DESIGNATES UTAH, AND CERTAIN COUNTIES IN CALIFORNIA, ARIZONA AND NEW MEXICO AS AGRICULTURE DISASTER AREAS

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Receive Emergency Farm Loans

WASHINGTON, July 11, 2002 -- In a continued effort to expedite emergency disaster declarations in areas hit hard by adverse weather conditions, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today designated the entire state of Utah, three counties in Arizona, three counties in New Mexico, and six counties in California as agricultural disaster areas, making farmers and ranchers in those regions immediately eligible for USDA emergency farm loans.
“Farmers and ranchers in these regions have suffered from the effects of drought and other severe weather conditions,” said Veneman.  “We continue to examine every available USDA program to assist farmers and ranchers during these difficult conditions.” 
Due to drought, Apache, Coconino, and Navajo counties in Arizona; Bernalillo, Cibola, McKinley, San Juan, Sandoval and Socorro counties in New Mexico; and San Juan County in Utah, where the Navajo Nation has major land holdings, have sustained significant production losses and have been declared primary disaster areas.

Earlier this year, Veneman announced the authorization of emergency grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres in an effort to provide drought relief in states that were particularly affected by drought in the past year.

In California, losses have occurred due to freezing weather conditions that occurred last winter.  Colusa and Glen counties have been named as primary disaster areas.  Also eligible for assistance in California because they are contiguous include Butte, Lake, Mendocino, Sutter, Tehama and Yolo counties.
All 29 counties in Utah have been declared disaster areas due to adverse weather conditions and insect infestation.
This designation makes all qualified farm operators in primary and contiguous disaster counties eligible for low-interest EM loans from the Farm Service Agency, provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of this declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available, and repayment ability.
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Since the beginning of the year, USDA has declared several states, particularly in the Western Plains and Mountain States, as agricultural disaster areas.  USDA has also made other programs available to assist farmers and ranchers including the Emergency Conservation Program, Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.
FSA has a variety of programs available, in addition to the emergency loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  Interested farmers may contact their local FSA offices for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures.  Additional information is also available online at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistance1.htm .
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