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USDA SPONSORS LEARNING TRIPS FOR 17 U.S. TEACHERS 

TO COSTA RICA AND SOUTH AFRICA 

Teachers Return with Lessons To Share on Agriculture, Science and Ecosystems


WASHINGTON, July 12, 2002 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced that 17 school teachers from Washington, D.C., New York and Los Angeles are visiting Costa Rica and South Africa this summer on learning trips sponsored by USDA’s 2002 TEACH US agriculture literacy and outreach program.


“Through this innovative program, urban teachers can enrich their own experience and knowledge of agriculture and its importance around the world.   The teachers then bring these lessons into the classroom, teaching their students about the impact of agriculture and science on our lives,” said Administrator A. Ellen Terpstra of USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service.  “We see this as an opportunity to help children growing up in inner cities understand that agriculture does not begin or end at the grocery store, but embraces a very wide range of activities, global issues and employment opportunities.”  


Three teachers from Washington, D.C., two from New York City, one from Upstate New York and two from Los Angeles visited Costa Rica June 22-July 6.  They learned about the country’s agricultural sector and ecosystems, including Costa Rica’s tropical forests, which are being threatened by population pressures and urban expansion.  This trip was conducted in collaboration with the Tropical Agriculture Research and Higher Education Center near Turrialba, Costa Rica.


On the South Africa trip July 13-Aug. 3, three teachers each from Washington, D.C., New York and Los Angeles will analyze botanical diversity surveys.  These surveys will help South African agricultural researchers decide on land use policies and sustainable farming techniques to conserve the rich genetic diversity of the region.  The educators will also get a first-hand look at preparations for the United Nations World Summit on Sustainable Development that begins in late August.  This trip will be conducted in collaboration with Ecoport South Africa and the Southern Africa Wildlife College.


TEACH US (Teaching Educators Agriculture and Conservation Holistically for Urban Society) exposes minority teachers working in urban settings to agricultural disciplines through international study tours that focus on agricultural and natural resource management practices.  Teachers return with experience and knowledge they can use to help their students improve math and science skills and learn about agricultural science and research.
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Washington, D.C., teachers participating in this year’s TEACH US program are: Roxane Barton, Patterson Elementary School; Deborah Loepere, Minor Elementary School; Gilbert Brown, Brookland Elementary School; Lavonne Bunch, Seaton Elementary School; Willie Lamb, Principal, Seaton Elementary School; and Sally Schwartz, Director of International Programs, District of Columbia Public Schools.

 
Educators from New York are: Mary Sciales, PS4K; Sandra Jenoure, PS155; Joan Kane of the Anna Silver School of Art and Technology; Laura Paddock, Letchworth Central School; Paul Buck, Moravia High School; and Philson Warner, Cornell Cooperative Extension of New York City.


Teachers from Los Angeles are: Ralph Sanders and Laurie Armor, Leo Politi Elementary; Dianne Swanson, Los Cerritos Elementary; Cyrene Amant, The Accelerated School; and Jennifer Rees, University of California Cooperative Extension, Los Angeles County.  


TEACH US expands on a pilot project that began in 1999.  In the future, the program will include other urban schools in other cities, and teachers will have the opportunity to travel to more countries.  Additional information about the program is available on the FAS Web site at http://www.fas.usda.gov/icd/rsed/teach-us/teachus.html, or by contacting program leader Keith G. Tidball of FAS at 202-690-2867 (e-mail Keith.Tidball@fas.usda.gov ). 

#

