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USDA DESIGNATES 50 MICHIGAN COUNTIES AS AGRICULTURE DISASTER AREAS

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Receive Emergency Farm Loans


LANSING, MICH.,  July 16, 2002 -- In a continuing effort to expedite emergency disaster declarations in areas hit hard by adverse weather conditions, the U.S. Department of Agriculture today designated 50 counties in Michigan as agricultural disaster areas, making farmers and ranchers in those regions immediately eligible for USDA emergency farm loans.


“This assistance will go a long way in aiding farmers devastated by severe weather,” said Deputy Agriculture Secretary Jim Moseley who was in Michigan today to speak to participants of the Ag Expo. “We will continue to implement every available USDA program to assist farmers and ranchers through these difficult conditions.” 


USDA designated 26 counties as primary disaster areas.  The counties are Allegan, Antrim, Benzie, Berrien, Cass, Genesee, Grand Traverse, Ingham, Ionia, Jackson, Kalamazoo, Kent, Lapeer, Leelanau, Livingston, Macomb, Manistee, Mason, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oakland, Oceana, Ottawa, St. Clair, Shiawassee and Van Buren counties.  Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Barry, Branch, Calhoun, Charlevoix, Clinton, Crawford, Eaton, Gratiot, Hillsdale, Kalkaska, Lake, Lenawee, Mecosta, Missaukee, Montcalm, Osceola, Otsego, Saginaw, St. Joseph, Sanilac, Tuscola, Washtenaw, Wayne and Wexford counties.


This designation makes all qualified farm operators in primary and contiguous disaster counties eligible for low-interest EM loans from the Farm Service Agency, provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of this declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider 

each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.


USDA also has other programs available to assist farmers and ranchers in other states declared disaster areas, including the Emergency Conservation Program, Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.


FSA has a variety of programs available, in addition to the emergency loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  Interested farmers may contact their local FSA offices for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures.  Additional information is also available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistance1.htm .
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