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VENEMAN SELECTS KENNETH J. ROBERTS AND W. KIRK MILLER FOR 

TOP FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE POSITIONS

WASHINGTON, July 17, 2002 --Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the appointment of Kenneth J. Roberts as the associate administrator and W. Kirk Miller as the general sales manager of the USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service. 

“We are pleased to add these very qualified individuals to our FAS management team,” said Veneman.  “We will rely on their expertise as we pursue ongoing trade negotiations and implement a new farm bill.”

Roberts, a career FAS foreign service officer, currently serves as minister-counselor for agricultural affairs at the U.S. Mission to the World Trade Organization in Geneva, Switzerland.  He represents U.S. multilateral interests in the WTO and bilateral agricultural concerns with Switzerland.

“As associate administrator, Ken Roberts will draw upon his extensive experience as a trade negotiator who worked on the Uruguay Round agriculture agreements, the North American Free Trade Agreement and now the Doha Development Agenda,” Veneman said. “His expertise will serve FAS well.”   

Roberts has held a variety of positions in FAS, including deputy assistant administrator for international trade policy and director of the Europe and Americas division.  He also worked in FAS’ commodity and export credit areas with responsibilities for food aid, commodity analysis and marketing.

Miller comes to USDA from the North American Export Grain Association (NAEGA) where he served as director of international programs and regulatory affairs.  He coordinated the association’s technical and market development activities, serving as the liaison on sanitary and phytosanitary trade and regulatory issues.  

“Kirk Miller brings a great deal of experience from his positions in both the private and public sectors,” Veneman said.  “His background will be helpful as he continues to promote American agriculture in the international marketplace.”

Miller previously served as administrator of the former Federal Grain Inspection Service from 1986-1989.  He was the president of the American Malting Barley Association and the Barley and Malt Institute in Milwaukee, and served in senior management positions with the American and Ohio Farm Bureau Federations.  
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FAS is responsible for USDA’s international activities, including export credit guarantee programs, market development and international food aid programs, trade negotiations, the collection and analysis of market information, and international development efforts.  FAS has nearly 80 offices overseas that cover more than 100 countries
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