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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES PEANUT DATA VERIFICATION

WASHINGTON, July 19, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced that peanut producers with a qualifying peanut acreage history will soon be asked to update their peanut acreage history and yield information with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).  The information will be used to determine each peanut producer’s peanut base and yield for direct and counter-cyclical peanut payments for 2002 through 2007 under the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002, the 2002 Farm Bill. 

"The new farm bill makes significant changes in the peanut program and provides direct and counter-cyclical payments to eligible peanut producers,” Veneman said.  “We are asking producers to review and help update this information now so payments can be issued more promptly when signup begins this fall.” 

FSA county office employees are now updating acreage and yield data for each peanut producer in counties that planted or were prevented from planting peanuts in crop years 1998 through 2001.  If acreage and yield information included with the letter is correct, producers do not have to respond.  If the information is wrong, producers need to provide verifiable documentation of their acreage and yields to their local FSA office by Aug. 5, 2002.  Producers who have questions regarding their acreage and/or yields should contact their local county FSA office.
Information about 2002 Farm Bill issues is available at www.usda.gov/farmbill.
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