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VENEMAN NAMES DR. GARRY L. McKEE AS ADMINISTRATOR OF FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE

WASHINGTON, July 23, 2002-Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of Dr. Garry L. McKee as administrator of the Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS). 

"Dr. McKee brings more than 30 years of public health experience to the administrator position," said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman. "This experience, combined with a solid record in managing public health programs and personnel, will be a tremendous asset as USDA continues to protect the public health by strengthening food safety programs." 

Since 1999, McKee has served as the director and cabinet secretary of the Wyoming Department of Health. His experience also includes 18 years as chief of the Oklahoma State Department of Health’s public health laboratory and two years as its director of sanitary bacteriology. Since 1992, McKee has been a Lt. Commander in the U.S. Public Health Service Reserve. He also serves as a member of the National Public Health Anti-Terrorism Preparedness Task Force with the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials and has been a consultant to the Pan American Health Organization on development of laboratory training in Mexico and Guatemala.

McKee received his B.S. in biology from Southwestern Oklahoma State University. He received Masters degrees in public health and environmental science and a Ph.D. in microbiology from the University of Oklahoma.

“Dr. McKee will play an important and active leadership role at USDA as we strive to improve management, efficiency, accountability and responsiveness within FSIS,” said Undersecretary for Food Safety Dr. Elsa Murano.

In recent months, Murano has announced several key personnel changes in FSIS to strengthen agency performance.  Linda Swacina, who previously served as assistant administrator and director of the congressional and public affairs office, is now the FSIS associate administrator.  Bill Smith, who served the agency in the field as assistant deputy administrator, executive director and regional director, is deputy administrator of the agency’s office of field operations.  Dr. Karen Hulebak, who served as the chief scientist for FSIS and most recently was the senior advisor for scientific affairs, has been named as deputy administrator of the office of public health and science. 

“I want to thank Bill Hudnall for his leadership while serving as acting FSIS administrator for the past three months,” said Veneman.  Hudnall will return to his former position with the Animal Plant Health Inspection Service.
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