[image: image1.jpg]== STATEMENT

Unied States Doprtment of Agriculur + Offio o Commurications + 1400 Indepandance Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 202501300 * Voice: (202) 720-4623 =





Release No. 0324.02

Alisa Harrison (202) 720-4623

by

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman on Senate Passage of Trade Promotion Authority

August 1, 2002
“Passage of Trade Promotion Authority today by the U.S. Senate is great news for U.S. farmers and ranchers and for American consumers.  I applaud both the House and Senate for passing this bipartisan measure and sending it to the President for signature.  

“Last week, the U.S. unveiled an ambitious agricultural trade proposal to level the playing field for all countries, eliminate barriers to trade and grow markets.   With full authority to negotiate solid trade deals, U.S negotiators will now have a strong tool to ensure that U.S. farmers and ranchers have expanded access to markets around the world.”

“Twenty five percent of farm cash receipts come from exports.  Nearly half of our wheat and rice crops are exported; about one-third of soybean and meat production is shipped overseas; and 20 percent of the corn crop is exported.  We want to continue growing those markets in the future and TPA will greatly help in that regard.”
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