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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES DISTRIBUTION OF HOMELAND SECURITY

FUNDS TO TRIBAL LANDS

WASHINGTON, Aug. 12, 2002‑‑Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced that USDA is distributing $1 million through cooperative agreements to bolster food and agriculture homeland security protections on tribal lands.

“These grants are an important component of the Administration’s continued efforts to strengthen homeland security protections relating to food and agriculture,” said Veneman.  “States and local communities and their tribal land counterparts, along with academia and the private sector, are critical partners in making sure we are prepared in the event of an emergency.”  

The resources are part of $328 million approved by President Bush and the Congress earlier this year to strengthen USDA’s homeland security preparedness. 

USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service will work closely with tribal land officials to develop workplans for the distribution of these funds.  The workplans will address each tribal land’s objectives in meeting improved foreign animal disease surveillance and preparedness within their territory.  

The funding may be used to expand tribal lands’ ability to conduct foreign animal disease surveillance, enhance foreign animal disease preparedness and response, develop emergency management plans, communicate effectively with stakeholders and state and federal counterparts and conduct test exercises for training and development purposes.

The disbursement of the funds was determined by livestock value and risk factors of each tribal land.  Livestock value was based on census figures supplied by the Intertribal Agriculture Coalition, the Montana Wyoming Indian Stock Growers Association and Land Grant Extension Service input.  Risk factors that were taken into consideration for the disbursement of the funds included the location on or near a port of entry into the United States, the size of the tribal land and the tribal land’s commerce activity level at ports of entry and borders.

Earlier this year, Veneman announced additional homeland security allocations by USDA that included:

*
$43 million to states, including the $1 million to tribal lands, to support critical efforts to strengthen the food supply infrastructure;

*
$177 million for physical and operational security improvements at key USDA locations;
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*
$23 million for USDA’s Plum Island laboratory;

*
$35 million to strengthen disease and pest exclusion efforts by APHIS’ Agricultural Quarantine Inspection program at U.S. borders;

*
$16.5 million to increase food safety monitoring, provide training and expand technical capabilities for USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service;

*
$15.3 million for USDA’s Agricultural Research Service to improve rapid detection technologies for foot-and mouth-disease and other animal diseases.

The following lists the tribal lands that have met the criteria stated above and are receiving a portion of USDA’s homeland security preparedness funds.

Partnering for Homeland Security with Tribal Lands

	Partnering for Homeland Security with Tribal Lands
	
	

	Tribal Land
	Location of Tribe
	Total Allocated Amount

	
	
	

	Cherokee
	Okla.
	$20,000

	Kawerak Reindeer Herders
	Alaska
	$50,000

	Blackfeet
	Mont.
	$50,000

	Crow
	Mont.
	$20,000

	Wind River
	Wyo.
	$20,000

	Navajo
	Ariz./N.M/Utah
	$50,000

	Cheyenne River Sioux
	S.D.
	$20,000

	Tohono O’odham
	Ariz.
	$100,000*

	Pine Ridge 
	S.D.
	$20,000

	Northern Cheyenne
	Mont.
	$20,000

	Standing Rock Sioux
	S.D./N.D.
	$20,000

	Three Affiliated/Ft. Berthold
	N.D.
	$40,000

	Rosebud Sioux
	S.D.
	$20,000

	Uintah and Ouray
	Utah
	$20,000

	Warm Springs
	Ore.
	$20,000

	San Carlos Apache
	Ariz.
	$40,000

	Seminole
	Fla.
	$50,000

	Flathead/Salish-Kootenai
	Mont.
	$50,000

	Ft. Belknap
	Mont.
	$40,000

	Fort Peck
	Mont.
	$40,000

	Fort Hall
	Idaho
	$20,000

	Jicarilla Apache
	N.M.
	$20,000

	White Mountain Apache
	Ariz.
	$40,000

	Hopi
	Ariz.
	$30,000

	Mescalero Apache
	N.M.
	$30,000

	Rocky Boy
	Mont.
	$20,000

	Nez Perce
	Idaho
	$20,000

	Coeur d’Alene
	Idaho
	$20,000

	Colville
	Wash.
	$20,000

	Red Lake
	Minn.
	$30,000

	Kalispel Tribe
	Wash.
	$20,000

	Spokane
	Wash.
	$20,000

	Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa
	N.D.
	$20,000

	St. Regis Mohawk
	N.Y.
	$30,000

	Total
	
	$1,050,000


· $50,000 of this total is being provided via FY2002 agricultural appropriations
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