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VENEMAN DESIGNATES 64 SOUTH DAKOTA COUNTIES AS DISASTER AREAS

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Receive Emergency Farm Loans;

 Additional Assistance Available
WASHINGTON, Aug. 14, 2002 -- In a continued effort to expedite emergency disaster declarations in areas hit hard by extreme heat, wind, late frosts, drought and fire, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today designated 64 counties in South Dakota as disaster areas, making farmers and ranchers immediately eligible for USDA emergency (EM) farm loans. 

“The Bush Administration continues to provide assistance to farmers and ranchers in an expedited manner,” said Veneman. “This assistance will provide needed relief to South Dakota farmers and ranchers who have suffered losses due to natural disasters.” 

This designation makes all qualified farm operators in primary and contiguous disaster counties eligible for low-interest EM loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  

Veneman announced earlier this week that $150 million in supplemental feed was being made available to farmers and ranchers operating cow-calf operations in four states, including South Dakota. USDA will provide assistance for future purchases of feed for beef cow-calf operations.

In addition, Veneman announced the release of up to $500,000 in financial and technical assistance to South Dakota under the Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP) to restore land damaged by the Grizzly Gulch Fire, which covered nearly 5,700 areas of private land and more than 5,000 acres of federal lands.  The funding can be used for removing debris, seeding, mulching and taking other soil stabilization measures to prevent further damage from mudslides.  
In June, Veneman announced $1.9 million for South Dakota in Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) funds to help construct or deepen wells, develop springs and haul water for livestock.  In July, Veneman authorized emergency haying and grazing for South Dakota on Conservation Reserve Land statewide and emergency haying and limited grazing on Water Bank Program (WBP) acreage.

South Dakota counties named primary disaster areas include Aurora, Beadle, Bennett, Bon Homme, Brown, Brule, Buffalo, Butte, Campbell, Charles Mix, Clark, Corson, Davison, Day, Deuel, Dewey, Douglas, Edmunds, Fall River, Faulk, Gregory, Hamlin, Hand, Hanson, Harding, Hughes, Hutchinson, Hyde, Jerauld, Jones, Kingsbury, Lake, Lyman, Marshall, McCook, McPherson, Meade, Mellette, Miner, Pennington, Perkins, Potter, Sanborn, Shannon, 


Spink, Stanley, Sully, Todd, Tripp, Walworth, Yankton and Ziebach Counties. 
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Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Brookings, Clay, Codington, Custer, Grant, Haakon, Jackson, Lawrence, Minnehaha, Moody, Roberts, and Turner Counties. In addition, Fallon County in Montana and Bowman County in North Dakota are eligible because they are contiguous to primary disaster areas.  

Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the declaration, Aug. 12, to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.

Other USDA programs available to help eligible farmers recover from adversity include the Federal Crop Insurance program, which provides indemnities for production and revenue losses and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which provides financial assistance to eligible producers that cannot obtain crop insurance and are affected by natural disasters.  

For further information, farmers and ranchers can contact or visit their USDA Service Center or Farm Service Agency office or their Natural Resources Conservation Service office.  Additional information is also available online at http://www.usda.gov.


#
