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VENEMAN DESIGNATES COUNTIES IN KANSAS AND NEBRASKA AS DISASTER AREAS

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Receive Emergency Farm Loans 

WASHINGTON, Aug.16, 2002 -- In a continued effort to expedite emergency  declarations in areas hit hard by weather related disasters, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today designated counties in Kansas and Nebraska as disaster areas, making farmers and ranchers immediately eligible for USDA emergency farm loans.

"Producers in these states have suffered this year from extreme weather conditions, particularly drought," said Veneman.  "This assistance will help those who have been impacted with immediate relief.  This Administration will continue to examine additional tools within USDA's authority, particularly for livestock producers, to assist further during these difficult times."

Earlier this week, Secretary Veneman reiterated the Bush Administration's support for emergency assistance for drought-stricken producers and pledged to work with the Congress upon return from recess to complete legislation. While the Administration continues to provide immediate relief through various programs, including crop insurance, the Congress should complete emergency assistance but meet certain criteria, including being funded through budget offsets and targeted to producers who are most in need, particularly those without access to additional risk management tools. 

"Severe drought conditions have been particularly devastating to livestock producers in many states and the President and I are working to ensure assistance is readily available to help those in the greatest need," said Veneman. "When Congress considers additional drought relief upon their return from recess, they must ensure that it is fiscally responsible and doesn't raise taxes, increase the budget deficit or utilize Social Security funds."

Kansas counties named primary disaster areas include Barber, Cheyenne, Comanche, Decatur, Edwards, Ellsworth, Finney, Ford, Gove, Graham, Grant, Gray, Greeley, Hamilton, 
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Hodgeman, Jewell, Kearny, Lane, Lincoln, Logan, Meade, Morton, Norton, Osborne, Pawnee, Phillips, Rawlins, Rooks, Russell, Scott, Seward, Sheridan, Sherman, Smith, Stanton, Stevens, 

Thomas, Trego, Wallace and Wichita.  Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Barton, Clark, Cloud, Ellis, Harper, Haskell, Kingman, Kiowa, McPherson, Mitchell, Ness, Ottawa, Pratt, Republic, Rice, Rush, Saline and Stafford Counties.

Nebraska counties named primary disaster areas include Blaine, Buffalo, Cherry, Dawes, Furnas, Gosper, Grant, Hooker, Phelps, Sheridan and Thomas. Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Adams, Arthur, Box Butte, Brown, Custer, Dawson, Franklin, Frontier, Garden, Hall, Harlan, Howard, Kearney, Keya Paha, Logan, Loup, McPherson, Morrill, Red Willow, Sherman and Sioux Counties.

This designation makes all qualified farm operators in primary and contiguous disaster counties eligible for low-interest emergency loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of this declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.

USDA has a variety of programs available in addition to the EM program to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  Other USDA programs include the Emergency Conservation Program to help producers rehabilitate farmlands damaged by natural disasters; the Federal Crop Insurance program, which provides indemnities for production and revenue losses and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which provides financial assistance to eligible producers affected by natural disasters.  In addition, USDA has made available in areas suffering from weather‑related natural disasters emergency haying and grazing of Conservation Reserve Program acreage.

Interested farmers may contact their local FSA offices for more information on eligibility requirements and application procedures.  Additional information is also available online at: http://www.usda.gov. 
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