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VENEMAN EXTENDS EMERGENCY HAYING AND GRAZING 

THROUGH NOVEMBER 30
WASHINGTON, Aug. 16, 2002 -- Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the extension of emergency haying and grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres through Nov. 30, 2002 to continue relief to farmers and ranchers suffering from effects of drought. 

"Extreme weather conditions have caused losses for farmers and ranchers throughout country," said Veneman.  "This extension will provide additional feed and forage to producers who have lost their hay stocks and grazing lands due to the recent disasters.  This Administration continues to use every available tool to assist farmers and ranchers who have been impacted, particularly livestock producers who have been impacted by severe drought."

Veneman announced on July 11, that emergency haying and grazing would be allowed on CRP acres statewide in 18 states through Aug. 31. 2002.  Additionally, other areas have been approved on a county-by-county basis. This emergency action will permit CRP participants to continue to hay and graze livestock from CRP acreage. Veneman also said that USDA will waive rental reduction fees to encourage donation of hay to farmers and ranchers in immediate need.  

Earlier this week, Secretary Veneman reiterated the Bush Administration's support for emergency assistance for drought-stricken producers and pledged to work with the Congress upon return from recess to complete legislation. While the Administration continues to provide immediate relief through various programs, including crop insurance, the Congress should complete emergency assistance but meet certain criteria, including being funded through budget offsets and targeted to producers who are most in need, particularly those without access to additional risk management tools. 

"Severe drought conditions have been particularly devastating to livestock producers in many states and the President and I are working to ensure assistance is readily available to help those in the greatest need," said Veneman. "When Congress considers additional drought relief upon their return from recess, they must ensure that it is fiscally responsible and doesn't raise taxes, increase the budget deficit or utilize Social Security funds."

CRP is a voluntary program that offers annual rental payments and cost-share assistance to establish long-term resource-conserving cover on eligible land.
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USDA has a variety of programs available to farmers and ranchers to assist during adverse conditions.  USDA offers an Emergency Loan program that offers low-interest loans to producers in areas declared disasters.  The Federal Crop Insurance program is also available, which provides indemnities for production and revenue losses and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program provides financial assistance to eligible producers affected by natural disasters.  

Producers are encouraged to contact or visit their local Farm Service Agency office of visit http:/www.usda.gov for more information. 
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