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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES MORE THAN $700 MILLION IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES


WASHINGTON, Aug. 20, 2002 – Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced $703 million in economic development projects to strengthen rural communities throughout the United States, as part of the Bush Administration’s ongoing commitment to invest and bolster programs for rural America.  The 377 projects being announced in 47 states and Puerto Rico will build and upgrade water and waste disposal facilities and will provide clean drinking water to improve the quality of life for thousands of residents and businesses in rural communities.  


“Rural America is an integral part of this nation’s economic fabric and President Bush is committed to programs that create jobs and spur investment and economic growth,” said Veneman.  “These projects will provide critical infrastructure funding that will help residents and businesses in rural communities, as well as create jobs and more investment in these areas.”


Veneman made the announcement one week after participating in the President’s Economic Forum in Waco, Texas, where the Administration discussed how to strengthen the nation’s economy and create new jobs to help working families.  The projects being announced today will be used to spur economic growth, job creation and help the environment through the building and upgrading of water and waste disposal facilities throughout the country.  These projects are funded through the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002.    


“USDA is working in a swift and thoughtful manner to implement the new farm bill,” said Tom Dorr, undersecretary for Rural Development.  “These projects are important for families and businesses in rural communities throughout America and will go a long way in improving water quality and the environment.”


In FY 2002, USDA will provide nearly $2 billion to fund more than 1,100 water and waste disposal projects in rural communities.  That is up from $1.4 billion in FY 2001.  


Veneman, along with several USDA officials are participating in water and rural development events highlighting the importance of these projects to rural communities.  For more information about these events and a complete list of the individual grant recipients, please call 202-690-0498 or visit USDA’s Rural Development website at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/.


USDA Rural Development serves as the lead federal entity for rural development needs and administers financial and technical assistance through three agencies: Rural Housing Service, Rural Business-Cooperative Service and Rural Utilities Service. 

*See Fact Sheet Below
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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES MORE THAN $700,000 MILLION IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES

State by State breakout

Alaska -- $1,988,650

Alabama -- $6,144,000

Arkansas -- $34,908,950

Arizona -- $630,330

California -- $21,807,270

Colorado -- $4,639,000

Connecticut -- $279,479
Delaware -- $2,011,681

Florida --  $10,995,935

Georgia -- $25,503,570
Iowa -- $53,897,300


Idaho -- $10,319,000

Illinois -- $10,326,000

Indiana -- $40,755,100

Kansas -- $30,208,006

Kentucky -- $22,961,200
Louisiana -- $34,709,050

Massachusetts -- $9,447,877

Maryland -- $16,296,708
Maine -- $5,583,430


Michigan -- $29,241,500

Minnesota -- $40,167,200
Missouri -- $5,656,900

Mississippi -- $25,982,250

Montana -- $7,192,100
North Carolina -- $9,809,500

North Dakota -- $10,523,850

Nebraska -- $5,480,700
New Hampshire -- $8,995,399
New Jersey -- $5,224,000

New Mexico -- $9,677,472
Nevada -- $426,749


New York -- $8,054,200

Ohio -- $19,811,700

Oklahoma -- $6,137,000

Oregon -- $7,248,844

Pennsylvania -- $24,290,050
Puerto Rico -- $25,136,000

South Carolina -- $900,000

South Dakota -- $10,171,956
Tennessee -- $14,397,600

Texas -- $19,008,500

Utah -- $2,867,584

Virginia -- $17,223,750

Washington -- $8,875,030

Wisconsin -- $7,114,000
West Virginia -- $23,994,140

Wyoming -- $6,000,000

Grand Total -- $703,020,510

For a complete list of the individual grant recipients, please call 202-690-0498 or visit USDA’s Rural Development website at http:// MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.rurdev.usda.gov
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