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VENEMAN NAMES SCOTT CHARBO AS CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER
WASHINGTON, Aug. 20, 2002 -- Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today named Scott Charbo as Chief Information Officer at the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  

     
"Scott Charbo brings a tremendous amount of knowledge and experience in business and information management to the department,” said Veneman.  “His expertise will enhance USDA’s implementation of President Bush’s eGovernment initiative to provide simpler, high-quality customer service from the federal government, while reducing the cost of delivering those services.” 

As the Chief Information Officer, Charbo will be responsible for the overall management of USDA's information resources and IT assets. He will oversee more than 4,000 IT professionals and $1.7 billion in physical assets.  

     
Charbo comes to the position from the USDA Farm Service Agency where he served since July 2002 as the Director of the Office of Business and Program Integration (OBPI).  He was responsible for planning, developing and administering the agency’s programs and policies and provided direction in the areas of economic and policy analysis, appeals and litigation, strategic management and corporate operations, outreach programs and strategic planning, and leadership in the Agency’s citizen-centered eGovernment initiatives.


 Before joining USDA, Charbo was the president of mPower3, Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of ConAgra Foods Company from 1998 to 2002.  From 1993 to 1997, he was Director of the Environmental and Regulatory Services for Tri-State Delta Chemicals in Memphis, Tenn., which provided access to services and communications relating to crop production, fertilizer and seed, farm credit/loans and farm-related environmental concerns.  As an extension agent for the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences from 1989 to 1993, Charbo had regulatory responsibilities for the Agriculture Department in Palm Beach County.

Charbo holds a Bachelor of Science degree in biology from the University of Tampa and a Master of Science degree in plant science from the University of Nevada-Reno.
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