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VENEMAN DESIGNATES COUNTIES IN FIVE STATES AS DISASTER AREAS

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers in 89 Counties to Receive Emergency Farm Loans 
WASHINGTON, Aug. 21, 2002 -- In a continued effort to expedite emergency disaster declarations in areas hit hard by weather related disasters, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced today that designated counties in California, Colorado, New York, Texas and Virginia are agricultural disaster areas, making farmers and ranchers immediately eligible for USDA emergency farm loans.

"The Bush Administration continues to provide assistance to farmers and ranchers in an expedited manner,” said Veneman. "This assistance will provide needed relief to farmers and ranchers who have suffered losses due to natural disasters.” 

The designations make all qualified farm operators in primary and contiguous disaster counties eligible for low-interest (EM) emergency loans from the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.

USDA has a variety of programs available in addition to the EM program to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  Other USDA programs include the Emergency Conservation Program to help producers rehabilitate farmlands damaged by natural disasters; the Federal Crop Insurance Program, which provides indemnities for production and revenue losses; and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which provides financial assistance to eligible producers affected by natural disasters.  In addition, through the Conservation Reserve Program acreage, USDA has made emergency haying and grazing available in areas suffering from weather-related natural disasters. 

Veneman reiterated the Bush Administration’s support for emergency assistance for drought-stricken producers and pledged to work with the Congress upon return from recess to complete legislation.  While the administration continues to provide immediate relief through various programs, including crop insurance, the Congress should complete emergency assistance but meet certain criteria, including being funded through budget offsets and targeted to producers who are most in need, particularly those without access to additional risk management tools

The California counties of Riverside and Solano were named primary disaster areas.  Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Contra Costa, Imperial, Marin, Napa, Orange, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, Sonoma and Yolo Counties.

-more-

-2-

Colorado counties named primary disaster areas include Arapahoe, Cheyenne, Delta, Gunnison, Lincoln, Moffat, Montrose, Ouray, Park, Rio Blanco, Teller, Weld and Yuma Counties.  All contiguous counties in the State of Colorado have also been designated for assistance in this same declaration.

Counties in New York that were named primary disaster areas include Chautauqua, Columbia, Dutchess, Essex, Greene, Orange, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoharie, Steuben, Ulster, Wayne and Yates Counties.  Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Albany, Allegany, Cattaraugus, Cayuga, Chemung, Clinton, Delaware, Erie, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Livingston, Monroe, Montgomery, Ontario, Otsego, Putnam, Rockland, Schuyler, Seneca, Sullivan, Warren, Washington and Westchester Counties.

The counties in Texas that were named primary disaster areas include Jim Wells, Kleberg, Duval and Live Oak.  Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Atascosa, Bee, Brooks, Jim Hogg, Karnes, Kenedy, La Salle, McMullen, Nueces, San Patricio and Webb Counties.

Virginia counties named primary disaster areas include Grayson, Smyth and Washington.  Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Bland, Bristol City, Carroll, Galax City, Russell, Scott, Tazewell and Wythe Counties.

Producers may contact their local FSA offices for information on eligibility requirements and application procedures.  Additional information is also available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/.
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