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VENEMAN DESIGNATES COUNTIES IN IOWA, KANSAS, NEBRASKA, NORTH DAKOTA, OKLAHOMA  AND TEXAS AS DISASTER AREAS
Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Receive Emergency Farm Loans 
WASHINGTON, Aug. 29, 2002 -- In a continued effort to expedite emergency disaster declarations in areas hit hard by adverse weather conditions and natural disasters, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced today that designated counties in Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma and Texas are agricultural disaster areas, making farmers and ranchers immediately eligible for USDA low interest emergency (EM) loans in these and contiguous counties.

"The Bush Administration continues to expedite relief for farmers and ranchers across the country,” said Veneman.  “This assistance will provide needed assistance to farmers and ranchers who have suffered losses due to natural disasters.” 
On Aug. 22, 2002, six counties in Iowa were designated disaster areas in response to severe storms, heavy rains and flash flooding that occurred from June 3 through 7, 2002.  Counties declared primary disaster areas include Clayton, Clinton, Delaware, Jackson, Jones and Scott.  The counties of Allamakee, Buchanan, Cedar, Dubuque, Fayette, Linn, Muscatine and Winneshiek are also available for assistance because they are contiguous.  
Kansas counties named primary disaster areas on Aug. 22, 2002, include Crawford, Ford, Jewell, Kiowa, Neosho and Pratt Counties.  This designation is in response to hail, tornadoes and flooding that occurred on May 7, 8, and 26, 2002. Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Allen, Barber, Bourbon, Cherokee, Clark, Cloud, Comanche, Edwards, Gray, Hodgeman, Kingman, Labette, Meade, Mitchell, Montgomery, Osborne, Reno, Republic, Smith, Stafford, Wilson and Woodson Counties.

On Aug. 22, 2002, 56 counties in Nebraska were named primary disaster areas due to unseasonably cold spring temperatures, high winds, heat, hail, grasshopper infestation and drought that have occurred since Oct. 1, 2001.  Those counties are Adams, Antelope, Boone, Boyd, Brown, Burt, Butler, Cass, Cedar, Clay, Colfax, Cuming, Dakota, Dixon, Dodge, Douglas, Fillmore, Gage, Garfield, Greeley, Hall, Hamilton, Holt, Howard, Jefferson, Johnson, Keya Paha, Knox, Lancaster, Loup, Madison, Merrick, Nance, Nemaha, Nuckolls, Otoe, Pawnee, Pierce, Platte, Polk, Richardson, Rock, Saline, Sarpy, Saunders, Seward, Sherman, Stanton, Thayer, Thurston, Valley, Washington, Wayne, Webster, Wheeler and York.  Contiguous counties include Blaine, Buffalo, Cherry, Custer, Franklin and Kearney.
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The 51 counties in North Dakota named primary disaster areas on Aug. 22, 2002, were Adams, Barnes, Benson, Billings, Bottineau, Bowman, Burke, Burleigh, Cass, Cavalier, Dickey, Divide, Dunn, Eddy, Emmons, Foster, Golden Valley, Grand Forks, Grant, Griggs, Hettinger, Kidder, La Moure, Logan, McHenry, McIntosh, McKenzie, McLean, Mercer, Morton, Nelson, Oliver, Pemina, Pierce, Ramsey, Ransom, Renville, Richland, Rolette, Sargent, Sheridan, Sioux, Slope, Stark, Steele, Stutsman, Towner, Traill, Walsh, Ward and Wells.  These counties received a disaster designation due to losses caused by drought, fire, insects, above and below normal temperatures, frost, severe storms, hail, flooding, wind and crop disease that has occurred since Apr. 1, 2002.  Also available for assistance are Mountrail and Williams Counties because they are contiguous.  

The Aug. 22, 2002, a disaster designations was made for 30 Oklahoma counties that have been suffering from drought since Aug. 1, 2001.  Primary disaster areas are the counties of Alfalfa, Beaver, Beckham, Blaine, Caddo, Canadian, Cimarron, Comanche, Cotton, Custer, Dewey, Ellis, Garfield, Grady, Grant, Greer, Harmon, Harper, Jackson, Jefferson, Kiowa, Kingfisher, Major, Roger Mills, Stephens, Texas, Tillman, Washita, Woods and Woodward.  Contiguous counties include Carter, Cleveland, Garvin, Kay, Logan, Love, McClain, Noble and Oklahoma.
On Aug. 20, 2002, Texas counties named primary disaster areas because of drought include Gillespie and Karnes.   Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Atascosa, Bee, Blanco, De Witt, Goliad, Gonzales, Kendall, Kerr, Kimble, Live Oak, Llano, Mason and Wilson Counties.
This designation makes all qualified farm operators in primary and contiguous disaster counties eligible for low-interest EM loans from the FSA, provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of this declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.

USDA has a variety of programs available in addition to the EM program to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  Other USDA programs include the Emergency Conservation Program to help producers rehabilitate farmlands damaged by natural disasters; the Federal Crop Insurance program, which provides indemnities for production and revenue losses; and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which provides financial assistance to eligible producers affected by natural disasters.  In addition, through the Conservation Reserve Program acreage, USDA has made emergency haying and grazing available in areas suffering from weather-related natural disasters.
Interested farmers may contact their local FSA offices for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures.  Additional information is also available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistance1.htm.
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