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“Mayor Brown, fellow Californians, thank you for that kind welcome. It is an honor to represent President Bush and to join the people of San Francisco on this solemn day of remembrance.

“Every American has vivid memories of the tragedies that struck our nation on the morning of September 11th, 2001.  Little did we know, as we awoke that morning, that our lives and world would be changed forever.


“Today, as we reflect, come together in prayer and honor the courage of so many, we also pay tribute to the victims, their families and the communities who have suffered from these tragedies.

“What we experienced just a year ago today will never be forgotten. But since these tragic events, we have seen a spirit of renewal here in America.  We have seen a nation heal by joining together through selfless acts of kindness and compassion.

“The terrorists on that day thought they would weaken our nation, but we proved them wrong.  Americans united to ensure that freedom is forever protected and that our country remains forever strong.

“As President Bush has said, “Americans have fought back against terror by choosing to overcome evil with good.”  We have seen our fellow citizens step forward and respond to a nation in need -- firefighters, police, teachers, soldiers, parents.  So many helped in so many different ways, like the brave men and women who were on board Flight 93.  They made the ultimate sacrifice for our country.  And, the people of San Francisco, as well as a thankful nation, will never forget their bravery and extraordinary acts of courage.

     
“Today, we join together once again as a nation to reflect upon the many sacrifices made for our country. Let us use the power of this sunrise to turn our sorrow into good.  Reach out to a neighbor, hug a child, lend a helping hand to someone in need.  That is the spirit of America and it is a way to honor the many heroes.

“During the past year, our nation has shown the world our resolve and strength.  We have shown that through faith in God we will always be bound together.  And, that our belief in freedom and respect for humankind, will forever keep America united and our world a safer place to live.

“May we always remember those we lost a year ago today and continue to provide comfort to their families and loved ones.  And may God bless America, this great nation in which we live.”

