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VISIT NATIONAL FORESTS AND GRASSLANDS FOR FREE ON SEPT. 28

WASHINGTON, Sept. 18, 2002 - In celebration of National Public Lands Day, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced that USDA's Forest Service will waive all entrance and most day-use fees on Sept. 28 on national forests, grasslands and monuments.

“National forests and grasslands are America’s playgrounds and provide healthful outdoor recreation opportunities for millions of Americans,” said Veneman.  “Making Sept. 28, a ‘fee-free day’ encourages Americans to enjoy their public lands and support President Bush’s HealthierUS initiative by setting aside a day to recreate and exercise.” 


On Sept. 28, all entrance fees and day-use fees for activities such as hiking and picnicking will be waived.  Fees will remain in effect for overnight camping, cabin rentals, permits, reservations, boat launches and activities offered by concessionaires. 


The Forest Service is scheduling events across the country in honor of National Public Lands Day.  The events include working on trails, planting trees, mulching plants and clearing away brush and debris.  


In addition, on Sept. 28, eight Americans will complete a historic 60-day, 3,100-mile trek on public lands just east of Salt Lake City in a special Public Lands Day ceremony.  This “first-of-its-kind” trek across the nation’s parks, forests and open lands was planned to help educate Americans about the diverse benefits of these national treasures.  It was sponsored by the National Geographic Society, the Departments of Agriculture and the Interior and more than 40 other organizations.  More information about the trek is available at http://www.americanfrontiers.net. 


“America’s national forests and grasslands offer the single largest source of outdoor recreation opportunities in the United States,” said Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth.  “We encourage all Americans to become a partner in community land stewardship by taking part in the planned activities.”  

For information about National Public Lands Day activities in your area and fee-free areas, call your local Forest Service office.  Visit http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/npld/on the Internet for more information about the national program.  Additional information about recreation opportunities on federal lands can be found at http://www.recreation.gov/.
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The Forest Service manages 155 national forests and 20 grasslands, comprising 191 million acres in 44 states, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  Recreation opportunities include 399 wilderness areas; 133,087 miles of hiking, horse and off-highway vehicle trails; extensive hunting and fishing areas; numerous heritage sites; 4,300 campgrounds; and 31 national recreation areas, scenic areas and monuments.

For more information about President Bush’s Healthier US initiative, visit http://www.healthierus.gov. 
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