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USDA’S CATTLE FEEDING PROGRAM OFF TO A SUCCESSFUL START

WASHINGTON, Sept. 20, 2002 — Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the early enrollment numbers for producers participating in the Cattle Feeding Program (CFP).  Since sign-up began on Aug. 28, 2002, more than 14,000 producers have signed up to receive feed credits worth more than $48 million for more than 2 million cattle in foundation herds.  The $23 per head feed credit received by the producers equates to an estimated 40 days of feed costs.  Sign-up continues through Dec. 2, 2002 and the program runs through Dec. 31, 2002, or until funds are exhausted. 

“This is an innovative program that is providing immediate relief to livestock producers,” said Veneman.  This program, along with other drought relief measures that the Bush Administration has provided, is helping producers during these difficult times.”

Under the program, eligible producers receive feed credits that can be used at participating feed mills or dealers.  In addition to the feed credits, USDA is sending participating feed mills surplus nonfat dry milk stocks to be used in manufacturing the feed.  

As of Sept. 16, 2002, over 11.7 million pounds of nonfat dry milk had been shipped from storage warehouses to nearly 450 FSA approved feed mills for use in manufacturing the feed.  That quantity represents more than 40 truckloads per day, and USDA expects these levels to increase as the number of approved feed dealers increases and more producers enroll in the program.  Using surplus nonfat dry milk to manufacture livestock feed enables USDA to reduce its nonfat dry milk stocks along with storage costs incurred by the government while helping ranchers and livestock producers in those areas most severely stricken by drought.

“By combining the feed credits with the nonfat dry milk that is being provided to feed mills, we have increased benefits to program participants,” said Jim Little, administrator of USDA’s Farm Service Agency.  “The feed credits help lower feed costs because USDA is providing a portion of the raw material needed to process the feed.”

The CFP helps cow-calf operators maintain foundation herds in Colorado, Nebraska, South Dakota and Wyoming, the four states hit hardest by this year’s drought (See Press Release No. 0355.02 for further explanation).  

USDA also uses existing programs and continues to work aggressively to assist farmers and ranchers in recovering from adversity.  Other available assistance includes the Federal Crop Insurance Program, the Emergency Conservation Program, the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, the Emergency Loan Program and emergency haying and grazing of Conservations Reserve Acres.  USDA has also developed a website for producers to list information concerning the need for hay or the availability of hay for sale or donation, which is located at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet/.  

For further information on the Cattle Feeding Program or any of the programs listed above, producers should contact their USDA Service Center or their FSA county office.  Feed manufacturers who are interested in using nonfat dry milk in feed that will be provided to eligible producers should contact USDA’s Kansas City Commodity Office at (816) 926-6301.
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NOTE:  USDA news releases and media advisories are available on the Web at the Farm Service Agency’s home page: http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

