[image: image1.jpg]== NEWS RELEASE

United States Department of Agriculture » Office of Communications « 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250-1300 » Voice: (202) 720-4623 + Email: oc.news@usda.gov + Web: http:/fwww.usda.gov





Release No. 0417.02

Alisa Harrison (202) 720-4623

Harold Kanarek (202) 720-0328

USDA ANNOUNCES $2 MILLION IN GRANTS UNDER NEW

 EXPORT PROGRAM FOR SPECIALTY CROPS 


WASHINGTON, Oct. 1, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the FY 2002 allocation of $2 million for a new program designed to help open, retain and expand markets for U.S. specialty crops.

“This new program provides growers of fruits, vegetables and other specialty crops additional tools to expand international markets for their products,” said Veneman.  “This program will help reduce potential barriers that hinder trade.” 

The 2002 Farm Bill created the Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops program and authorized $2 million of Commodity Credit Corporation resources in each fiscal year from 2002 through 2007 to address barriers that prohibit or threaten the export of U.S. specialty crops.  These crops include all cultivated plants and their products produced in the United States except wheat, feed grains, oilseeds, cotton, rice, peanuts, sugar and tobacco.



Administered by USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service, funds were allocated for amounts not greater than $250,000 per organization to address phytosanitary or related technical barriers to U.S. exports of specialty crops.  


For further information on the Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops program, contact the FAS Marketing Operations Staff at the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Room 4932-S, Stop 1042, 14th and Independence Ave. S.W., Washington, DC 20250-1042, or by telephone at 202-720-4327.

Information is also available online at http://www.fas.usda.gov/export.html.  


A list of recipients is attached.

#

Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops Allocations

Fiscal Year 2002

AgriChem Data Service, Inc.
$170,703 

California Fig Advisory Board
$78,250 

California Grape & Tree Fruit League
$67,000 

California Table Grape Commission
$160,000 

California Tree Fruit Agreement
$92,438 

California Walnut Commission
$33,600 

California-Arizona Lettuce Export Council
$160,000 

Citrus Research Board
$16,664 

CropLife America
$250,000 

Hawaii Papaya Industry Association
$100,000 

Michigan Apple Committee
$160,000 

National Potato Council
$242,500 

National Potato Promotion Board
$54,000 

Northwest Fruit Exporters
$160,000 

Northwest Horticultural Council
$13,160 

Organic Trade Association
$128,260 

Raisin Administrative Committee
$50,000 

State of Tennessee Department of Agriculture
$63,425
TOTAL
$2,000,000 
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