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“The decision by President Bush to use his authority under the Taft-Hartley Act is good news for U.S. food and agriculture producers, consumers and the recipients of humanitarian food assistance. 

“For U.S. agriculture, our ability to export is critical.  We export about 25 percent of our annual production.  Fiscal year 2002 agriculture exports are estimated to be $53.5 billion and fiscal year 2003 exports are forecasted at $57.5 billion.   

“However, this forecast is in jeopardy each day the West Coast ports are closed.  These ports handle half of all U.S. agricultural exports, including 58 percent of all containerized exports such as fresh fruits, vegetables, poultry, fish and meat.  West Coast port activity is especially strong during the last quarter of the year for high-value perishable fruits and vegetables destined for the Asian markets. Nearly 30 percent of annual U.S. fresh fruit exports and 27 percent of the annual fresh and frozen vegetable exports are shipped through West Coast ports during October, November and December.  

“Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, China, Indonesia, Thailand, Philippines, India and Malaysia are the top 10 destinations for containerized agricultural exports from the West Coast ports.  Together, these countries receive 83 percent of all U.S. agricultural shipments from West Coast ports.  If we are not able to provide expected products, then the role of the United States as a reliable supplier will be called into question, resulting in lost sales as these countries turn to other suppliers.  All in all, the labor strike is costing some $500 million per week in export losses for agricultural commodities.  

“U.S. consumers are affected as well. Some $1 billion of bananas, coffee and other products are scheduled to arrive during October through West Coast ports for distribution throughout the United States.  


“And, the West Coast port shutdown is adversely affecting our ability to provide humanitarian food aid to countries such as Afghanistan, Yemen, Eritrea, India and North Korea.  For example, a vessel scheduled to carry 46,000 metric tons of bulk wheat has been delayed in Portland, Oregon, after only partially loading its cargo.  Other scheduled shipments of bulk grains include 25,000 metric tons of bulk wheat to load at Portland for shipment to Yemen and 17,300 metric tons of bulk wheat to lead at Vancouver, Washington, for shipment to Eritrea. 


“The West Coast ports play a crucial role for international commerce, especially for U.S. agricultural products moving into foreign markets.  I applaud President Bush for taking action to get exports moving again and urge the parties involved to resolve their differences quickly so that our customers around the world can be assured a reliable supply of U.S. food and agricultural products.”
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