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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES BEEF PROMOTION BOARD APPOINTMENTS
WASHINGTON, Oct. 9, 2002 –– Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman today announced 35 appointments to the Cattlemen's Beef Promotion and Research Board.  All appointees will serve three‑year terms beginning Feb. 1, 2003, except Rita M. McConnell of Pennsylvania who will serve the remaining two years of a three-year term due to a recent vacancy.

“This board administers beef promotion and research programs to enhance domestic and foreign markets for beef and beef products,” said Veneman.  “I am pleased that these individuals have agreed to provide their time and expertise to serve on this board.”

The board is composed of 108 members representing 35 states, four units and importers.  USDA selects appointees from cattle producers and importers nominated by organizations representing beef, dairy, veal and importer interests.

Appointed members representing cattle producers by state and unit are:

John W. Thomas, Ark.; Paul T. Cameron, Calif.; Carlyle W. Currier, Colo.; Kay M. Richardson, Fla.; James A. Little, Idaho; Kenneth L. Stielow, Constance M. Kuhlman and Richard J. Benoit, Kan.; Charles L. Miller, Ky.; Jon M. Gorder, Minn.; Benny D. Farrell, Mo.; Lawrence A. Descheemaeker and James R. Almond, Mont.; 

Norman A. Guenther, William H. Rishel and Alan J. Svajgr, Neb.; John P. Woods, N.M.; L. Jon Erickson, N.D.; Terry L. Wyatt and Lisa K. Hefner, Okla.; Randall P. Meabon and Rita M. McConnell, Pa.; Edward T. Blair, S.D.; Lavinia G. Sartwelle, Leonard H. Cornelius, Jr., Robert E. Carter, Vera E. Harrington and John L. Cook, Texas; Billy R. McKinnon, Va.; and David L. True, Wyo.

Appointed to represent importers are Gregory L. Bendict, Joakim A. Holzner, Andrew N. Burtt, Richard H.W. Atkinson and Mitchell Pincus.  

The 108‑member board is authorized by the Beef Promotion and Research Act of 1985.  USDA selected the appointees from beef, veal and dairy producers; importers were nominated by certified organizations.

USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service monitors operation of the board.
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